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Preface

When people talk about covid-19, what are they talking about? The rising
numbers of cases and deaths? The beloved ones lost to the pandemic? Secondary
disasters caused by the pandemic? The discrimination and racism that can be worse than
the virus? Vaccines and possible side effects of vaccines?

Although the pandemic is about to approach its third year, and in most parts of the
world the impact of the pandemic on daily life seems to be receding and people are
regaining a sense of what life was like before the pandemic, everyone knows something
is different. Do you still remember your state of mind at the beginning of the pandemic,
under all the uncertainty? Have you ever thought about how Covid-19 has made a
difference in your life? My project is a podcast based on an oral history of that

uncertainty and change.
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Introduction of the project

Since the pandemic, I have increasingly found that in the Chinese context, people
are often reminded to see the deeper suffering of more vulnerable groups. College
students who are locked in their dorm rooms are asked not to complain, but to see the
elderly who are starving during the lockdown. People even comforted those who are
suffering pay cuts because of the pandemic with the fact that there are more people out of
work with absolutely no income. Given this background, the students who are studying
abroad or planning to study abroad are considered to be a group with more financial
security and family support so that they can enjoy more social capital to overcome
uncertainty. And thus, their narratives of pandemic disruption are often criticized as
making too much fuss.

However, even without deep suffering, collective emotions and individualized
difficulties did exist among this group. Their voices should also be part of the historical
narrative. As a member of this group, I would like to record some of the voices belonging
to them. I believe this can be meaningful as some kind of group memory.

According to the UNESCO Institute for Statistics, China has over 1 million
mobile students abroad. (Global Flow of Tertiary-Level Students) Although this accounts
for a very small portion of China's huge population, it is still a large group of people.
Students with different educational backgrounds and life experiences will naturally have
very different stories and ideas. I was unable to cover every type of person in my

interviews, so I chose as my interviewees the people with the most similar backgrounds
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to mine: those who got their bachelor's degrees from a Chinese university in summer
2020 and initially planned to enroll in a foreign university for further study.

Almost three years ago when the pandemic suddenly hit, we were at some kind of
crossroads in our lives. We all got offers from our dream graduate schools. Because of
the pandemic, some of us had a gap year that we had never planned for and enrolled in
2021. Some of us, facing similar circumstances, made very different choices. Many of us
took a completely different path in life than we expected because of these choices. All
these essential decisions were made under great uncertainty and with our forecasts of the
future world at the time. I did oral history interviews with these students, helping them
look back at the decisions they made. I listened to their stories and recorded the changes
in their lives and thoughts over the past years. I then worked with them to produce a
podcast with these interviews to share some of their stories and insights--if recording and
archiving oral histories is about self-documentation and reflection for them, then the
podcast format may lead to more resonation between audience and narrators.

In addition, I find my project could be helpful for younger students, especially
those who are in their senior or junior year. They are also at a crossroads in their lives,
facing a similar situation as us in 2020. Recently, some of them consulted me about
studying abroad during the pandemic, and I also saw some of them asking for suggestions
on social media and online international student forums. I could not really give any
suggestions but only share my experiences and thoughts. However, my experience alone

is quite partial, and I can only help very few people. In this way, I hope to share some
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more different experiences and perspectives with this group through this podcast, which

may be helpful for them to make a more well-informed decision.



Narrators’ Introduction

I conducted 8 interviews in the past 10 months on their life since 2020. After
discussing with my interviewees, I chose five of the interviews to edit into podcasts, with
each episode lasting 10-25 minutes.

Since all of my interviewees are ordinary people, although they are willing to
share their experiences and insights, they don't want to be famous for participating in this
podcast (This may stem from overly optimistic estimates of subscriptions to this podcast
though) or to be cyber abused for having some of their statements misunderstood. We
decided to use nicknames for them in the podcast and hide some personal information.
And before releasing each episode, I double-checked with them. Below are the basic
introductions of the five interviewees (all the information I provide here has their

permission):

Evan: A master’s student at the University of Sydney. He graduated from Huazhong
University of Science and Technology with a bachelor’s degree in computer science. Due
to the travel restriction, Evan applied for a deferral and found a job in a state-owned
company as a software engineer. He quit his job after one year of working, but instead of
leaving for Australia immediately, he took online classes at home to wait for a better

opportunity for international travel.

Keke: A master’s student majoring in Public Policy at the University of Pennsylvania.

She also holds a dual degree in History and International Politics from Peking University.
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Facing the pandemic, Keke decided to stay in China and take online classes and do some
internships at the same time, and eventually completed her post-grad education fully
online. As a Wuhaner, she also witnessed the entire process of the pandemic getting
worse till the city was locked down for several months and shared those memories with

me.

71': A master’s student in the East Asian Languages and Cultures Program at Columbia
University. Before entering Columbia University, she majored in Biological Science and
Chinese Literature at Peking University. 71 had a gap year because she didn't want to
take online classes. Right before the winter break in 2021, she unexpectedly tested

positive for Covid-19, which she didn’t dare to tell her family.

Zoey: Zoey graduated from a college in Shanghai as an undergraduate and the University
of Michigan, Ann Arbor as a graduate student. After a year of online, she finally came to
the United States and took the second half of classes of her master’s program onsite. In
her first year of the master’s program, she often needed to stay up very late at night to
take classes due to the time difference. For this reason, she even moved to live in the
countryside for some days. At the time of this interview, Zoey had graduated and

returned to Shanghai to work.

! She got this nickname because the pronunciation of her Chinese name is very similar to 71 in Chinese.
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Lily: Lily graduated from Nanjing University in 2020. She initially planned to go to
Hong Kong or Singapore for a master’s degree and did receive some offers. However, the
uncertainty of the pandemic made her reject all the offers and go back to her hometown.
She is now working as a civil servant in the local government. She has given up the idea

of studying abroad but is thinking about attending a part-time master's program in China.



Podcast Info

I've uploaded all five episodes of the podcast. The podcasts are updated simultaneously
on the Apple podcast and two Chinese podcast platforms, Xiao Yuzhou /N (Little
Universe) and Himalaya based on the audience and other considerations.

The link to the Apple podcast channel is https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-two-

years-stolen/id1651221728, and the access to the other two platforms is as below.

The Two Years Stolen The Two Years Stolen
ETFEBZ TREEAERENOREEE

e — BRI ERE FRABN S T Ao
RI—RAW, B 2020 FEAREEL M O Vi R242633040 R IR

ERZE, HfERERARRN, RIRZ...

P sk KITIRGI = R _
. @usuE At A&

Scan the QR code to listen to the Podcast



Transcription and translation

Since all of my interviewees are non-English native speakers, they may not express
themselves in English as well as they do in Chinese. I tried to avoid the influence of
language by letting them choose the language they prefer. Plus, considering most of my
target audiences for the podcast may also be Chinese, I finally decided to conduct all the
interviews in Chinese. For the non-Chinese speaking audience that may exist, I
transcribed and translated the contents of the podcasts and attached the document to each
episode.

Translating was a painful process. Sometimes my interviewees would use some Chinese
common sayings or internet slang, which increased the difficulty of translating.
Sometimes there are expressions that can only be perceived but cannot be described with
words. Any translation would cut down or even distort the real meaning the interviewees
would like to deliver.

Other times the interviews will involve companies and people that only Chinese people
know about. I need to figure out which content may not be understood by non-native
Chinese audiences and add footnotes for them. Although I had received a primary
qualification in China regarding Chinese and English translation, I can hardly say that my
translation of these interviews was entirely satisfying. But I still hope to at least help the
non-Chinese speakers to basically understand the conversation between me and the
interviewees.

Below are the transcription and translation of the five episodes.



Vol-1 Evan
VLB AR AT Evan, BERT LT 2 A KRR ?

What made Evan, who was waiting for an opportunity to go to Australia, end up
taking classes fully online?

Evan: A master’s student at the University of Sydney. He graduated from Huazhong
University of Science and Technology with a bachelor’s degree in computer science. Due
to the travel restriction, Evan applied for a deferral and found a job in a state-owned
company as a software engineer. He quit his job after one year of working, but instead of
leaving for Australia immediately, he took online classes at home to wait for a better
opportunity for international travel.

[00:00:00.00] (Music)

[00:00:04.26] VoiceOver: ¥l %] The Two Year Stolen, & Yiwen.

Welcome to The Two Year Stolen, I’'m Yiwen.

[00:00:15.27] VoiceOver: 1X— BRI Z2 Ui #H 2 A K/, R T2 MK Evane
Evan AR T RO, IER B KM — 474

The interviewee of this episode is my childhood friend Evan, whom I have known for
more than 20 years. Evan graduated from Huazhong University of Science and
Technology as an undergraduate. He is now a graduate student at The University of
Sydney.

[00:00:26.05] (Music)

[00:00:29.20] VoiceOver: % M H B %%, Evan %#on H OB R85 O 7 H E B0

M5, EREIEAE SR, ZEERRN _E2A
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When talking about studying abroad, Evan said he had the idea of studying abroad very

early, but he didn’t really put it into practice until the first semester of his senior year.
[00:00:38.22] Evan: KME/ETE R I, 82807 2] — A B 22 1) 22 K IR R AR
I AR B o

When I was in my sophomore year, | heard an alumnus who had studied abroad come

back to give a lecture. At that time, I thought he was so cool.
[00:00:45.29] Yiwen: 143G /& 48 98 /5 T ?

In what aspect did you think he was cool?

[00:00:47.17] Evan: XN Frg TREMSR i H S E8—FF, SR A IX AN EAE, B8
FUL, MBI LT, SRS AN R I T Al AR G T X AN JavaScript
g —ANPREE, SEAFERERE, SXANFE PN I T A A AR AT 3 S B S AR e A
RK—FF, FrAFREA BB Rehs 2 [H 4h £ WAR IR, (B2, HIEAHE L 278,
emmm, KPYRIfE.

This is actually the same for all engineers. I think his ideas, or some of the points he
raised, and some of his knowledge (were cool). At that time, he gave us a lecture about
JavaScript, and it was wonderful. It was so different from what the domestic graduate
students generally talked about. So, I hoped to be able to go abroad to widen my
knowledge. However, the time I really put this idea into practice was in the, emmm,

senior year.

[00:01:17.21] VoiceOver: 7k & H [E {4 2% Z Fi, Evan ik 8 5% & H 80V 802 7 [

N



The Two Years Stolen 15

Before he decided to study abroad, Evan had also considered finding a job directly after

graduation or entering a graduate school in China.

[00:01:23.09] Evan: HS2XFHEBFESE, EiXA, K@IR1E, 0, sicafid
XEER ARV (HR RSB A M. EERR Y, XA, £ T AmHn
i, emmm, FHEMHEFEXNICE, W, DL RKAKLT . emmm, M EXNZ TAE
B FEBRELTE AR AN R L, W, AN T BTl 3RAEAR 2 LIGREZE, Y
WA, WFKE, IREZBZDRELHN, AT AEEHAS, P EE Iy, 1
HMEEAREZE (&) « MR, HEIE AR BT Ae, o
FUEREMS LR IR R AT A 7 BN 2 B H e — 0 iR, YONIR AW S AR
WE, HERFUEERX NSRS, HEmER NN, R LEERX
A VBRI, PR L, KIS FZORARE 1. BRI A
RIF NSO BUEMAR 7o M H 2k # m AR5 Ew, Hhdf—
ARSI E] B, Fett B, ME NS =8, BONIRE gap 17—, #
FILEAAT R E R, WE B PR ZEAZ W, B AT R A i3 A AR E A
o FreAAREOXAS, B4 T, WE, XA, HEE AR

In fact, on the topic of entering a graduate school in China, it was, in the sophomore year,
uh, I already had such an idea. But in the end, I didn’t put it into practice. The main
reason is that, is that, it was in September and October, emmm, and it was too late to
prepare for the Graduate school Entrance Exam. Emm, I was, at that time, I hesitated

between pursuing a higher degree and going to work, I hesitated for some time. My

understanding at that time was that, from the industry's point of view, many junior
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college graduates also know coding. There are also many words and opinions on the
Internet that it’s not necessary for CS majors to enter graduate school, and the graduate
school can bring you so little promotion. At that time, I was influenced by some of these
views, and I thought that this graduate school was not very necessary. The torn process is
a waste of time that you have to prepare for one thing for a while, and another thing for
another while. Essentially, I missed both the fall recruitment and the graduate school
entrance exam. It's quite regrettable, and I don’t want to talk too much. And another
reason why I chose to study abroad was the time issue. If I study abroad for one and a
half years, plus one year of gap year, I can even graduate half a year earlier than my
classmates who enter domestic graduate school for three years. We would graduate
almost the same time and face the same fall and spring recruitment. So then, under this

situation, uh, I finally decided to study abroad.

[00:02:51.22] VoiceOver: Ifi T $#&38 FIE R 41K DR, 7R3 8 RN E KA,
Evan KR KFERE 32 3] 721 R R 520 .

And since the pandemic has already happened when Evan submitted his applications, his

choice was heavily influenced by the pandemic when considering which country to go to.
[00:03:00.00] Evan: 0] [FE SR IXFENT, BEE—. A IEME, LT %
BB E R XA G, ARG EUE SRR, R At fE ARl 2 B A R 2 2555
o BTSSR R e e, H e IR R, K. (R iR R A 20 4F
BRI G LLi™ 8, MR AT E K IR, ™ E, emmm, {H2 SR

YR EAK, ORI AFER BIXAS, MR EE 2R E . HERE N



The Two Years Stolen 17

[EIHERS , KRS T = DU f I i 5 B e 1 gl P A ™ BORER 1 AR — D7 T
ANAER AR 75 2L X LSRR, ER Il 3B T, (RN 30 356 [ ) 18 el
FRANHIEAREAZRERN T, RRE—MWEATREHEA T, B, W,
HSEROAER] 7T XABRFNEIL B 1) offer, SAJ5UNRAREFH 2L EH IS, MA
FE 2 XA EHERX A A RIHER SRS, PrU st i XM E TR A ER
Tt

The situation at that time was like, that was, in January and February, I first submitted the
applications for the Commonwealth countries. And while I was preparing the application
materials, [ was also thinking that it would be better to go to the United States. But the
problem was that the pandemic was more serious in our country at the beginning of 2020,
emmm but in general, this was not a big deal, because I could stay at home and prepare
for the applications. But as time went on, around March and April, the pandemic in the
United States became more serious. On the one hand, I had to run here and there to
prepare the documents, but at that time, it was locked down everywhere. On the other
hand, considering the situation in the United States, I thought that this application might
not be very meaningful, because I might not be able to go in the next one or two years.
And at this time, well, actually I had already gotten the offer from Australia, and if I still
chose to go to the United States instead, I didn’t know that I would have to postpone this
study abroad plan. So, I temporarily shelved this plan of going to the United States.

[00:04:09.06] VoiceOver: 3 1%t il: Evan it T 56 2 TAE— B A v 5

The pandemic also made Evan make the decision to first work for some time.
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[00:04:14.00] Yiwen: & JE K24 i J& -

The length of schooling at the University of Sydney is...

[00:04:17.00] Evan: — /&, o, —aFRIWE. Bl iaRuamEs B —B iR
SER, LR R R k. B LR ik 3eAR, Ui ARVE R AE 21, 21 SRR
AT A — RGNS B . P ASRIIABIR AU S gap — 5, K— M TAE, fii—
N, SR JE FEA TR TR b 2 B A

It’s usually, uh, a year and a half to two years. That means I had to leave a more
continuous, and kind of long period of time out for school. So, I was thinking, my idea at
that time was that the pandemic may not be alleviated until 2021, the end of 2021. So, my

idea was to gap for a year, get a job, work for some time, and then go abroad for higher

education.

[00:04:38.04] Yiwen: & TAE KM 2R A BRI 46, EH&Mi?

When did you begin to search for a job, like sending out resumes?

[00:04:40.29] Evan: 4B HUEHWEH/EAZL T, EELBMNMIER. XA
BEERT o BRI Z—F5 AR b2 > 7 —Ba), K27 5 A 6 A
fire XANEHE, HEHIHCEZ AR, RIEHORNER. BRI, ANH, N
A¥), ERHEAEE S, BIERK - TET T, SRAEE, Ba)lHExLes
HREH 7. PRI, R L E Ay, s R AR AL T RE A IT AT LA ALY
NG FrRARaLE:, HE T — N WREEREA 7 At EAR,

At that time, in fact, the spring recruitment is almost over, I mean the spring recruitment

of IT companies. It was the later story. Because I first interned at a local company for a
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period of time, till May or June. Then I was busy with my bachelor’s thesis and the oral
defense. It was not until June, early June, that I thought about really looking for a job to
do. The result was that the problem was, at that time I have actually missed the spring
recruitment. But there were still some state-owned companies left, or government
departments might need some IT employees. So, I paid attention to these places. Then it

was in the middle of July, I was officially on board.

[00:05:23.20] Yiwen: AT LA, HSZURTE 20 SR R G Iz, VRSB IRAE H &
S TAR?

So, when you were applying for graduate programs at the beginning of 2020, you didn’t
think about finding a job?

[00:05:30.15] Evan: %}, 4B HAEERLRE, A2 —Elsise@aE Bk iR, H2
TR, RIS 2 5 ek — M TAET—T.

Yes. My idea at that time was I hoped I could enter the graduate right after my graduation

from undergraduate. However, due to the pandemic, I had to find a job after graduation.
[00:05:39.16] Yiwen: /RA2Fe kB TAFIR)E FHRGE gap, EARRE T gap ZJEfEk
TAE?

Did you find a job first and then decide to have a gap year or the opposite?
[00:05:44.21] Evan: YLA2 REAZIL AT @2k B T2 G, EAdl, A2
Vit N 58 gap KR LAE, BEME TEELK gap. RARKBI TIEZ R 2RK
P, MR JFORFIETTLL gap —HE ! "ATUARBLE R, WiEEETIET.
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It was not that coincidental. It was just that after finding a job, how to say, it was not that
I was looking for a job with the intention of a gap year or looking for a gap year with the
intention of a job, it was just that after finding a job, I suddenly realized, "Oh! I can gap

for a year!" So, I just went straight to work.

[00:06:02.28] Yiwen: At AR LR TAEMIRiR, (R2HIE TR AT BEZ G XA offer B
S EUBT FE AR A AR ?

So, when you were searching for a job, you were holding the idea of giving up this school
offer and applying again the next year?

[00:06:08.03] Evan: ;EHIZ . A —MEE. BN AUERR TE T —46
KAETF T ? KIS AR 2, RIX AN E S, JUH R X A
A, AbATTXS 52 D HOAE B AR AN FAAR R 22 P R AR —FE . AL BT P RE U
REFAARE, RERER T —ETbitae, Marmmn XA ERRIEA . H
FEAE [ A B, PR SRR PR AR A 22 i R DR

Yes, yes. And I have another idea. Why did I leave after working for only one year? In
fact, at that time, | found the importance of this degree, especially in the state-owned
enterprises, they attach much more importance to the degree than the private companies.
In private companies, they may say, as long as you have the ability, as long as you have
honed certain professional skills, then you can get promotions very smoothly. But in

state-owned enterprises, titles and other things are closely linked to the educational

background.

[00:06:37.08] Yiwen: Eb.2niki e ?
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For example?
[00:06:38.03] Evan: emmmm, 1R 8 — fi &, X AN 50 AE 25 RE X A ] /i )X A
JHAAR, AR, EANUTAETEA, RS, XA, AR5 —
DUTARH)XAS, AR B . emmm, EAUE, TR, fZ2ESXNIKZER
RbS, TARVEARR R & kAR A, X—rg%eA—Hr. RE—
JTHR R IKE, &G — T, AR TR A, I EIES
EATHZE LB ROR LRV, AP LB 2 KRB X, R R R MOX N BulT
XFESEPRI TAEARRIRA & o Ko R, WABARRUH R R, WE, A4l
ZJEH— R TEME L, REWES TAR— T, TEA, AT, &g
o iR ed, Hig b, RTRUAARAT, ] RAAEZ g mi LA m AR R AL, A
&, SUFHAREEARVE, RABRTARAEHENSIL. BBl TET 8250
WX AR P AT REIE AT, BN 200 R BRGT B 2 B8 7608 L TAR i1,
e, 1F ENeHITERTRELLERNZ J. P AR &IE I XA, TAE—FZ e £y
I

Emmmm... One important thing is that graduate students see problems from a different
perspective than undergraduates. This is not about academic discrimination, but they
would be responsible for different stages of a same project. Emm... how to say, for
example, the graduate students need to write the underlying code while undergraduates
only work with the packaged code, this is completely different. Salary is one thing, but
most importantly, it’s about the value of your work. As for me, to only work with the

packaged code is meaningless. Your work is like a bricklayer. I mean, I just, I cannot
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guarantee what you can do for sure if you have a master's degree, but it gives you a
threshold, uh, no, it's not a threshold, it’s a door knocker. That is, you are at least,
theoretically, on an equal footing with your co-workers who have master’s degree.
Otherwise, your leaders would only see you as an undergraduate and assign you the work
that undergraduates are supposed to do. So, after working for a year, I realized that a
bachelor’s degree may not be enough, and if I stay there to work without a master’s
degree, then, uh, it may be more difficult to get promotions. So, I finally chose to study

abroad after working for a year.

[00:08:05.06] Yiwen: JSHRAENHR A5 AR ) S AL R A ) 855 A VAT 180138 AR [R] I 38
18— MR HFE ) A AL offer, JRSEIRATRES —F G-+

When you entered the company, did they, your leaders know that you were holding an

offer from an Australian school in hand, and a year later...

[00:08:12.10] Evan: &1, &1, WAEH KB EAEAIS S0 17, W6,
REPEIGGefi, PO AT REELIR BBk 1. TRIE,

Yes, I told them during the interview and said that I might, as soon as the pandemic
subsides, I might just "run away". Haha.

[00:08:21.23] Yiwen: {EAA 114 & -+ B FH TR ?

But they hired you anyway.

[00:08:22.03] Evan: X}, fEAITI&R 2R T, XMEREE. BAZL, AmiEMI]TE
LA RIER, JEREIGEN, A1 T A ERRIOTE, WA A T R

BB " B B IR o
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Yeah, they still hired me, and this was weird. I’'m not, I don’t know what they were
thinking. It was later, and it turned out later, that they gave me a rather marginalized
project, probably to deal with the problem t that I might "run away" at any time.
[00:08:34.29] Yiwen: {H 2 RILAEILEAE LI ER?

And you are still taking online classes now?

[00:08:36.19] Evan: X}, X, M. INAEDLAE, EIE LR,

Yes, yes. It’s true. I’m still, still taking online classes.

[00:08:39.27] Yiwen: Il AMRA A HELL, #2 B AE Mg, —ilT/E—14FE
I EPIER?

So, have you ever considered not "running away" for a while and working while taking

online classes at the same time?

[00:08:44.17] Evan: B, 4EfHRAERIRK AL, B TEMRXA B, ZFFR
SrRBEA K. MEA &4, £EK, HHR T, XPESHFR, XA
MRS KAFALEL 7o 1 BN RB 2, IRIERESTIE 2 EUBCE Y, BT AR 1S,
EFRAPIE IR, B . BRIGNRKIF 2R WA e, —8 ER—ITAR

1o ESRFIAIVATRXFERPRGS, SEAER BT, 1 HIEA NBAEIAE 996
ZIEBIFIEE EIR, RXAHSHE R

Oops! I didn’t think that much. After all, working and taking classes, these two states are
completely different. And in case that, in the daytime, uh appear, the time confliction

may appear. It can be hard to deal with. And I realize that the task of the course is still

relatively heavy, so I think it is better not to do the two things together. Of course, there
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are students I know who are working while attending classes. But I think they are really

tired, and I don’t like having classes after working 9962, which is really tiring.
[00:09:20.12] Yiwen: /R7E I EA4R TAE B, ARE DUNIRER LA T IXAS offer
(17, AL T 2021 £ 7 AR ESHR I, AR AR, ZEATR a4k s T
TB%E, WIRIFFREA offer, NJFEHEEIGEEEE 1, REE LF? AEXME
g ?

As you mentioned, when you started job seeking, you thought you had to give up the
school offer. So, before you left the company in July 2021, have you ever considered
keep working till the pandemic end and then reapply for a master’s program?
[00:09:40.21] Evan: H & H o XA @ H L FWAMEIS, i BEeeis, o,
ABMURATAE, (Ha, P, EXA, 2020 FX-E A0, #EI5iE
I E AP RAIAR, XF, EAEIRADRAR (Yiwen: 2021 427 2 ) WXxixe,
2021 55 7 IR . XA, HOGRE], AR GEEAS RIS, WER A,
WAEYUIR, Wi, WERIRIRZLRABE ZHIE, A FREX A2 451 B AKTE
—EWR? Pl BLERE, WA LEEMUR, 2R, REEEER. REHEXRE
ARV o

Of course. In fact, my leader also suggested that I work and take online classes at the

same time. The problem was that the pandemic was far from over by July 2020. At least

2 The 996 working hour system (Chinese: 996 T.{F#) is a work schedule practiced by some companies in the
People's Republic of China. It derives its name from its requirement that employees work from 9:00 am to 9:00 pm, 6
days per week; i.e. 72 hours per week. (from Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/996_working_hour system) In
Chinese IT companies, the 996 working hour system is very common.
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at that moment, (Yiwen: You mean July 2021?) Ah yes, yes, July 2021. At that time, I
realized that if I don’t go to Australia as soon as possible, I mean, if you are always
unable to go, then why obsess about when to go? So, I decided to take online classes for

the first half of the year, then find a suitable time to go on site. This is what I thought.
[00:10:32.04] Yiwen: A8 AARILAE R AE"FHL" £ B FI. in person PRS2

Are you still "waiting for the opportunity" to go to Australia for in-person classes?
[00:10:37.17] Evan: 2/, &1, Z"FEHL". ERIAFZ, WAFTAL S
LT 24 AT omicron i —HI =, (HEROHILRER, XETRARIBHFK
R

Yes, yes. I’'m still "waiting for the opportunity." The situation at this moment is that the

Australian side seems to have already not taken omicron seriously, but I’'m still worried

about the pandemic, after all, it is about my own life and health.

[00:10:51.17] Yiwen: /RIEMUX AN U IR, /RE A RBISRE T REEFEM R ?
When you were making this decision, did you think about the possibility of you taking all
the classes online?

[00:10:55.07] Evan: FRIGIGNG . XA, IXANA ST, HSEG 0. H5E, W5,
B, HSERPEVEYE 2% —F, HEIEEERIFEARELEFET. X1,
XA, ZAHEE LR . RIRIE . X HSOIFRA RN, X,

Hahahaha, it is a sad question. It is, emmm, actually my initial plan was to go on site for

at least a year. But now it looks like it can only go for six months. It’s such a pity.

Hahaha, but I never thought about the possibility of not going to Australia. Never.



The Two Years Stolen 26

[00:11:14.20] (Music)

[00:11:17.12] VoiceOver: B2 V7RI, Evan i87E F- KB BRI W2E T B
HIRF Bl FRAERIVEX HIRE 20, 8T E A BRI AT AL ™R ol 5, Evan ©48
RATUFE ARG — A IR iR, R AR N F R EE s Il
Although at the time of the interview, Evan was still "waiting for the opportunity" to
travel to Australia to take classes on site. At the time I produced this podcast, Evan had
finally given up his plan to return to campus for his final semester due to the tough
employment situation in the IT industry in China and decided to stay in China to find an

internship.

[00:11:34.16] (Music)



Vol-2 Keke

B2E? 23?7 REE! WEER BRI IRER

Studying Abroad? Internship? I want both! The life of a hard-core Wuhan girl
taking online classes

Keke: A master’s student majoring in Public Policy at the University of Pennsylvania.
She also holds a dual degree in History and International Politics from Peking University.
Facing the pandemic, Keke decided to stay in China and take online classes and do some
internships at the same time, and eventually completed her post-grad education fully
online. As a Wuhaner, she also witnessed the entire process of the pandemic getting
worse till the city was locked down for several months and shared those memories with
me.

[00:00:00.00] (Music)

[00:00:04.26] VoiceOver: ¥l %] The Two Year Stolen, & Yiwen.

Welcome to The Two Year Stolen, I’'m Yiwen.

[00:00:15.15] VoiceOver: X — I 52 Ui & 2 AR H[F#, Keke, HIA. HheE
2020 FH A F Ao B, Hik# T REERN, —G BRG], RE
LA RERI T NGE T B O SRR B il sl

The interviewee of this episode is my undergrad classmate, Keke, who is from Wuhan.
She was admitted to the University of Pennsylvania in 2020 but chose to stay in China
and take online classes and do some internships at the same time. She eventually

completed her post-grad education fully online.

[00:00:33.21] (Music)
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[00:00:37.11] VoiceOver: 1F NI A Keke, £ 2020 SERIZE K AT, KNI 0] 5]
PGS TEMR, T WAL 7 PO i ™, Bk, HRgE e, JfS
= 7T XBALIZ.

Keke, as a Wuhaner, had just returned to Wuhan for winter break when the pandemic
broke out in early 2020. She, therefore, witnessed the entire process of the pandemic
getting worse till the city was locked down for several months. She shared those
memories with me.

[00:00:51.00] Keke: Keke: FACAFRBCUIT &, 542 1 H 23, 3 SHEAHIT. ¥

e BRI B H IR R R, R, B, ESRUE T RERATIAEI, FEE

0

MR LR A HIERGR B, w2 R E A ZHEIF HX AR geR ™ &, X, prid
P2 KM 1 15 S54RI, ALK R, 285 AL SRR . Bl
ZJa, RJaRBRIT 0L, AT A —BARD, HBLEETR. RER 84
R BCA AR B E  LE ™, TDAIRAIAS, Wit —JT iRt 1, HTTHIRHR %
AROER, ERENERE LXAZ N, ARIERA fFHH. FICGHRREH
¥ R EATHN AL, FURENUE, REE RN EARZ N, BATE SR
B, FATERA FAHE), BT E LG LT

Keke: I remember Wuhan was like, locked down on January 23rd, 23rd. The specific day
of the lock-down seemed to be this day. And then, well, I think it was only a few days
before the lock-down that we really realized that there was a pandemic and that it could

be very serious. Yes. So, [ went home around January 15, by train, on winter vacation,

from Beijing back to Wuhan. After I returned to Wuhan, I was thrilled to meet my friends
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in Wuhan, and we hung out and enjoyed ourselves. Then, because we didn’t realize that
there was a severe pandemic, we all, in the beginning, went out without masks but
considering there were so many people on the street, I was a little worried. I remember I
was with my classmates, and we were on Han Street,[1] and when we saw many people
on the street, we all felt a little panicked and afraid, so we went to the drugstore and

bought some masks.

[00:01:50.16] Keke: T H., #ASTIEH, W, X, FATELE LT, (HEH LR
15, BWEPIRAT A KR RATE R ST M. R, IR SGE I A Uit
HIR e, FOERIRE, RS AME IR B AT 2 = RIE . 2R 5 C4aE 2% e 5
VAT — N FIRIE RG24, R IF HIX AR HE™ E . W8, FicsHs i
8, FHEEAEIRANEAbE B, REa R TR RAS SR T4, AL
BIEEAZW L, X, REFERRXAFEZ G, R)E A RMRATHE 1. P A#,
VX (S R S Rl i T B 117 Nl ot

Keke: And, that mask, well, yes, we finally put it on, even though, like when we drank
bubble tea or something else, we would take it off. The real panic, I think, came about
two to three days before the city was locked down. At that time, I saw the news that many
cases were reported, and the disease could be quite serious. Uh, I remember being in the,
I was in the Hubei Provincial Library at the time. [ was probably working on some
assignments or so, it seemed like I had to submit an essay at the time, yes, and then after

seeing the news, the library closed early that day. Everyone was, was very panicked and

then, all of a sudden, the streets were, were almost empty.
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[00:02:33.08] Keke: 45 HERIMDL, HPFOMRBSL, BrAFRATHIA GERLE 28 T
B, RERVE . RS, Hat R N AT, T B AN S RN ) 2
XF, SRIGPTA ANHAEL AR . SKoEZ Ja il e KR 5 KRG R =K, RJawiEAm
T EYHITEE .

Keke: And then my mother and I, because we were so panicked, our instinct was to go to
the supermarket and stock up. And it was a surprise that the supermarket was so crowded.

Yes, then everyone was buying things. After this shopping, it was probably the next day

or the third day, and then the announcement of the lock-down of the city was made.
[00:02:53.26] Keke: Keke: F IR SA R KR, ARKHBAE, MeRIMENSE
W PUONHEM ECRRLZ FieuiaEm, X, HEEEERS, MBI AR ER 2
A AR EERASEAR AR, T H AN RIS, TR EE AR (BEHD , AR
MERE, Hi)a, FHHAHEELRZE, B KSR Z T IX R
A

Keke: Of course, I was not too, not too bold to believe that we would really lock down
the city. Because at that time, there has been a lot of speculation online that the city
would be locked down, yes, but I still thought, because Wuhan itself is a vital
transportation hub, and at that time it was the Spring Festival, so I (instinctively) did not
quite believe that the city would be locked down. But in the end, after the announcement
of the lock-down of the city, it seemed that we actually accepted such a situation quickly.
[00:03:14.15] Keke: 28 /5 A E ], W, FRIESCarHAZ, ArmJLRZA &,

R RS, VL. B, POV 50 A A B R I, e
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A REFR S T 2% B A A I IR Bt A2 e BN, AR A SGERIX 4 K —1
DSt Z,  fr DL I e 45 3 AT B8 EL AN R WAIE 1 X R — AN Z1

Keke: And then, during the whole period of lock-down, well, I was in the early days, in
the first few days, I was a little, was a little excited, to be honest. That is because the
people around me were not infected at the time. I mean, my relatives and friends had not
yet been infected with this disease, and we were at such a critical historical moment, so I

was feeling that [ was, like, witnessed such a moment.

[00:03:39.02] Keke: {HiE, Wo, 7£2 AMRIRE, S NMEEBCRBSE, 2K
BURZ NMb O EABEER 7, WREETIME A, B, KBHE 2 A0 i i,
AEARA TR H LA TSRS, SRR, B+
NEPGARIR, A EESRARRVEERNRE T, WA DR B T %,
e LR . FrDARAEIS ARG R, AR )E R .

Keke: But, uh, in February, the pandemic became more and more serious, and we found
that many people could not be admitted to the hospital, and then there were not enough
medical supplies. Well, in February, I signed up as a volunteer for the Wuhan Red Cross
Society, and I worked there because it was very close to my home, and at that time, cars

were not allowed on the street, so [ was able to walk there and go to work. So, I served as

a volunteer there and answered the phone.
[00:04:08.10] Keke: Keke: Xf, RJ5HEMNT BLIEIX NS R A B2 WAE T, 3,
EBABAUNE, MAEEBEITIRARMAN, REHINEE s <F i HTEk,

B A EATBREIBA BT 5. BENGRFRIER 2 Z AR, fiesw NREE
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B, BRI B N REE B — P L, s AT i A, AR, b
—NEAR L, MATRGBCE DR T, it A iR, RS, BEEITA A
HORRRE LR, X, AR AR, W AT VR AT i A B
S B ATEE B BB 280, R e R E it Wie —EAER, eI R R,
XF o

Keke: Yes, and then answering the phone was a process, I think, it was, I witnessed, how
to say, different people’s performance in the pandemic. And then, for example, nurses
often called us to ask for our help with medical supplies. I was particularly impressed that
a nurse from the Provincial People’s Hospital, aka the People’s Hospital of Wuhan
University, called me and said that they had no masks on their side, she was a
gastroenterology nurse, they had no masks on their side, they had nothing, and they felt
that everyone was exposed to the virus, yes, and then she cried to me. It was, we told her
that we didn’t have supplies allocated to their hospital. And then she ended up crying, she
just kept crying, and then I had to comfort her, yes.

[00:04:49.18] Keke: Keke: ZRG#ZEIIRZ, Wi/l REAMIL ) — L AR EE R 25 3]
AR, B R AEGER, R EDCA SR . AU AR B,
EY) IV

Keke: Then we got a lot of phone calls, that was, like, some friends from other places
wanted to give us support, or even wanted to come in, into Wuhan as volunteers. Overall,

I was so moved in those days.
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[00:05:02.11] Keke: Keke: 258X JLRFRATHE T T W LB T4 HF21—4
AL R R AR L T 238 T AR, IR BRI
ARERB LR, &EHEE T BERIEARE T, ERILENERHIRZINE, 1
MR E SRR E, BotE AR RS RIT RIS, dihidd
NP REECRTTHAT, 5 TR RIEE R AR, X, (EREDVAR A2 AT
=, MELAT TN EARS X NI N R K, siEX T, KEHIH
FEIXAT, FERENE IR KR R XA SRS, PP SE AT AT I R A Z, 1M
HABBA WAL — AL IR IR MR B ) — A TR Ao i A i
o, TN —ADEREE, HRBANTERF WA REEEA i gE s g,
AU REREEIX A, AN U, AREANMEAE R, BEHEAR
Wk, T A BRI AMC 2 BT BE A B EER, SRR A AT T4 T A, AR
Lt r e B HAR R SR

Keke: Of course, in those days, we also experienced a change in online opinions about
the Red Cross. It started when Shouguang[2] donated vegetables to the Red Cross, and
then it was said that we didn’t distribute them out and they ended up decaying. I don’t
remember in detail, but I was particularly impressed that in the morning, at first, the Red
Star News, the domestic Red Star News called me and said he was a journalist and
wanted to interview us, and then in the afternoon, followed by the New Beijing News.
But because the Red Cross was, that was, the Red Cross itself, the institution’s staff is

very small, I mean regular workers, a lot of recruitment are, it was, at the time of the

pandemic, a large number of volunteers, so we were actually very short-handed, and there
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was no specific department set up to deal with this kind of external public opinion. So at
that time I, I, as a volunteer, was that, we volunteers also did not know whom to pass on
these calls. It may be in this period, I was saying, was that we did not formed an official,
official words, so that the only thing I could do to the journalist was to pass the buck, and
then he may called someone else, I mean other volunteers in the Red Cross.

[00:06:17.00] Keke: 5 J5 AN FNIE B4 P HT, (HE2REBIMH L, XNFHELZ—N
B, W RRE L MANRFERL 7o, BRMAERE A, Bt D 2R
SrECT, LA AR, SRRAE AL, BRJRER ERIGE 7 XTI T e ME L
+, AT EER. U, BRI SIRRA L T R R IR 2
. R AT RE M L BRI — 255k, AR IA — S S — N TR
HOAR . X, (B2 BRI e PR 2 FRATTEEAS, A s b R AR ),
Rl AT HRARTE ALY, St H SRR — R @A 2 IS KK H L —
&, HLEZRBNEREH CERBINEA B k—LFHE, X, ARSI
AT LB AR AT B B 5 TR AR BRA 1R N IR 2 F 15

Keke: I don't know how it was dealt with at last, but what I see is that this issue was a
fuse. And then, more people began to question the Red Cross, for, such as the distribution
of the masks, and various aspects, and then criticize its bureaucracy. And finally, on the
Internet, netizens set off a war of words about the Red Cross of Wuhan and the Red Cross
of Hubei Province. Well, overall, I think the Red Cross was doing a lot of things, it is

possible that the online public opinions were somehow exaggerated, or emotional. But

overall, I do feel that it was very, especially in the early stage, was very disordered. It
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was, actually, was not so efficient to organize everyone together. In fact, in most
situations, it was we volunteers, ourselves to think about how we could solve some
problems. And, they did not tell us some very decent or official words to deal with many
things.

[00:07:13.14] Keke: *F, R85, ", Ml EERS KRR, 52 LR
WGBSR, REhFEZ, REEER a2 rmas, a1
N RS, LA R A A Sh s, SRR ARG TR, X, RS T
AW W, ERAMATER A INAERER B, R XA B AR R ™ E e
ST A NAAEABEERE . AR5 BN H R A 00, 5, Wit L IE XA
TR R IE BRI, ROV RS, ER M INEA SN E, 5
e, BB INEE AN ER I . i R AN EE L T ORRE FAEIR, B
BAINENS, Pl JE i, AN EWR B R, — E RS i B IR
B, WERJRE 7. X, (ERERAMARRIEERZ AT, WAL R,
WS MMM 1 25, WhAMERBAT TR, IR R R AR A PR,
XF, I AR R i S A2 A, RS R . X

Keke: Then, well, while volunteering, in those days, I heard that my high school
classmates, including my best friend, she was, her, their relatives, close relatives, such as
mother and grandparents, were infected with the virus, they got this Covid-19. Well, but
they were not able to be admitted to the hospital, that was, that was when the pandemic

was at its worst, that was, everyone was not admitted to the hospital. Then my best

friend’s mother, she, tried to ask the community for help and went to the community to
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cry. Because at that time it was very desperate, but there was no way to give her
grandmother, that was, there was no way to give her grandmother even to be tested. Her
grandmother was having symptoms of the Covid-19, but there was no way to confirm the
diagnosis, so her grandmother was not admitted to the hospital till the end, and was
always at home in self-isolation, and then finally got well. Yes, but finally after the
pandemic was over, or | should say it was slightly, not over, it was slightly relieved, her
grandmother went for a test and was negative but there were antibodies in her body at
that time. So, we believe that she should be, it should be the symptoms of Covid-19.
[00:08:35.26] Keke: Keke: 28 e IR I ZEILR, BARVFRE, BABATALL
R R WE, WTEALRTRRE R, W PO BRAIYT UL R 12, ]
LIERXANHIE R i SRR A S e ZEEE, xF, BoyibsE—
AR, ARJE M I e R 4 B Rk gk 1 RN AL R RS o A 4 5K L T A
—RE. BRI, RESNMAIREZRE, o, Bia INES BN .
RIFMIENFRAT T2 7.

Keke: Then my best friend was in Beijing at the time. She was not allowed to return,
well, they did not let her go back to Wuhan. Uh, she was also very anxious in Beijing, she
was then, because we heard that the AIDS medicine was possible to cure this Covid-19.
She was volunteering at the Beijing Gay and Lesbian Association, because she was a
very caring (person), and then she was also desperate to connect the Beijing Gay and

Lesbian Association to mail some medicine to her family. But that was a time, a lot of
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outside stuff was not, had no way to be mailed to Wuhan. At last, this matter was just left

unsettled.

[00:09:10.18] Keke: Keke: Wo, #AJE3 e+ FZ 06, W R EERNI RS
AHPNX e FEATZANXGRE T2, AR ZMEFEAND, el
RAEEA . RaRETFEZAMZ, i, Whbn. SMERRG T, RIEEEA
BEBERE. xF, W, PrBL, SRS RIEM, fhATT, AU, AMEFURRZ JE, e
EERHT IR R 1 2 sCOTT S DAATT R X B, st — S, AEREAS B A R A
FEMAZFKE . X, AEMREEERE, R R E S e s A S E=A N
NG RJG e, I ARE S, HEAE R L AR BRI RE B
REZXANMAERY), HEACKRAREERERR. Bslik T, B, H
RORFSOFRA RN L, EESH —WidHIE, SiALE T, MM EewE 5H
FEE AR

Keke: Well, then my high school classmate, my high school classmate lives in the
neighborhood next to our apartment. Our neighborhood is in the old town with a large
elderly population, so the infection rate was very high. My high school friend, her
mother, her grandfather and grandmother were all infected and could not be admitted to
the hospital. Well, so, after knowing that they, aka her mother and grandmother were
infected, her father sent her to their another apartment in the suburbs of Wuhan overnight,
and she stayed there alone during the whole period of lock-down. Well, then, her father

had to take care of her mother, grandfather, and grandmother, the three people, at the

same time. Then finally she, she was so anxious, and she even posted messages for help
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on Weibo.[3] At that time, there were many netizens asking for help on Weibo, hoping
their relatives and friends could be admitted to the hospital. She also tried to post
something, uh, but the effect was not so good, and even some journalists, I would not say
who they were here, but the ones often criticized (for their lack of professional ethics),
[00:10:13.09] Yiwen: FAMEAIE ! (Laugh)

Yiwen: I think I know who they are!

[00:10:14.18] Keke: B2 2, A XRBRM, WrT AL, BN A 2
A LU EAM, T RIS AR IR R 2B, BRI FIEN, B Bk
Vi K, AEEIRMBEATIXRE — A SRE M AR AR, XY, RE RS
fAh IR AERE T BB, (B AU, WU iR 3R AN RN 5 m A B R R
B, xF, (H2 8 A RIE 2 LB i, R =D ANHRIKE T IR

Keke: those journalists went to her, went to contact her, saying that they could help her
grandfather, because her grandfather was more seriously ill, to help his grandfather reach
out to the hospital, but there are conditions, it was to get interviewed or so. They wanted
to make such an exchange with her. Then she was very angry, yes, very angry. But at last,
his grandfather was admitted to the hospital, but her mother, I do not know if her mother
was admitted to the hospital, but the final result was relatively good, that was, all three
people recovered.

[00:10:45.17] Keke: H2A —NHIEME, #aLBMBAmHEY, 2 Edre—
BB, U, AR AR 6 HIE R, 6 MR, R R T L

RE, RIES e IALE . TE, SRR =R N e eEE T, KR =5
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BERH, CaEE T =T, EEMKHS AA LRI X, g, KR
XA S AT, AT 2 SRR AN AR R R, B RAT, 3RAT
HAKRBELR, KRR R ML, W assrdd], seE R MnHEsiE.
Keke: But there was another thing. It was that my high school classmate, she is also
studying in a college in Beijing. Well, at that time, it was about June or, yes, in June, it
was said that the graduates could return to Beijing and then participate in the graduation
ceremony. Uh, at that time, all three of her relatives had been cured, probably in March,
and had been cured for three months, but her counselor would not let her return to
Beijing. Yes, that was, I think this thing was actually a bit ridiculous, we would feel what
this counselor did, was, was unacceptable. We would feel as if he was discriminating
against us, or he was afraid to take responsibility.

[00:11:26.05] VoiceOver: TN X" fE NI 22" X — 16, Keke HiFHK, HOHY
g R TIEE LY.

When talking about studying abroad during the pandemic, Keke told me that she once

had struggled with whether or not to study abroad.

[00:11:34.08] Keke: MLE M BEMF AU, B 1 A3 1B SO0 A2 I BIAEH 2 A,
INIE G ISR, Fo N B R A R R e o B, ARAERE . Dy S s Helk
W, HEvEE, BiERAERGE AR ERE . AN HUREER, WA E OTREEA
TRE, REHOTHERE AR TAE.

Keke: At the time of the pandemic, I was very worried for my friends and went to do

voluntary work, while the rest of my time was spent at home, anxiously. It was
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graduation season, and I wasn’t sure if | was going to study abroad. At that time, I was
very anxious, I thought I might not be able to go to the United States, and then I started to
look for a job in China.

[00:11:58.10] Keke: $% T A i gl A I HAE VA WU LS BEAN IR B HE & 3R
AN TIRZ I, SRR (E IR Py BT BEEE 2 #08 — SR e Iy, B A
XA A SR T E LS, AR EUR, NGO SEX 4. AR E A b 1h
HFEARRFHIN o AT RERIEA LT A 58 A AR XM E W Sk .
(B T R 2 A LB AT RERTIX AR, BCE RS L 5E A 7. IR
IR B TARAR R — S A, AU PR AL BT I X, AiRAT A%
MBI 2 580, %, R HEIm. ROvEEE A et = k8, HSirZ,
B A RS, 985 MIXFPAZ:, fATRA A IEFRZMBE I S, K
NERRR VLT TR EEEAR, (HR B I T Sd e a e Y

Keke: When I was hunting for a job, I realized that I wasn’t ready to enter the workplace.
I had submitted many resumes at that time, but my resume was probably more about my
campus experiences or internships in some public sectors, such as government or NGO. I
didn’t really match well with the company I was applying to. Maybe I was basically
interviewed because of my educational background. But when I was interviewed, I found
that I might not know anything about the company or the business. The jobs I found at
that time were all in educational institutions. Well, the whole educational industry has

been facing great difficulty since 2021. And I got offers from TAL Education Group and

some other institutions, and I was about to become a teacher there. And when I was
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interviewed, I found that, in fact, a lot of students graduated from very good colleges, like
project 985 universities,[4] they would choose to work in this kind of educational
institution as teachers. Because it is a relatively low threshold with a relatively high
salary.

[00:12:55.17] Keke: #R a3 4 TGS 2 U, RAUGREAZEZRZXANHH VAL
Fr—MELk, REHREFHELE, SRR, L E . K5
Jawk, BREERILEARKIAR, FrlEagii. itk W & & B
BRXA offer el PN BRI, wiAR W] BEARXS R ULIE ELBUATH, Xfo (HiE
PR AGE R W H S AL RIAREIE, BT USRS FE RS 2422 T H B L offer #HE
7, IRJRIEEE TR AE R A LR 5 R SE R T BOX A R E B T AR E .
Keke: Then I was faced with the question of whether I should go to work in an
educational institution to earn money for a year or two and then reapply to study abroad,
or I should take online classes. Then I ended up thinking that I didn’t really want to be a
teacher, and I didn’t really like it. I was hesitant about this offer only because it paid a lot,
and it was probably relatively decent. But I ended up following my heart, so I turned
down the offers to become a teacher and chose to complete my graduate education in a
school in the United States by taking online classes in China.

[00:13:37.20] Yiwen: ¥R 4003 % gt (1) defer —4F?

Yiwen: Didn’t you consider deferring for a year?

[00:13:40.25] Keke: HATHIEH, A, A, ARIBNERBIBELH. BiR=EE
FEVFBAT defer 5. FAMREE, L —mail, FOARBER, 2k
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BT — A (D, IR Sei2 5/ € i A 2 Mo — 5, T
T R TAF . PUONERA S WA A2 AR Z U o R B S i i 2 Z ol A o
MPALE R AT REE A — R TAEIE . FTUARt, it % 8 ERAA T % defer
A, M H RS, BAVBANIH & —F e, —F a4, B defer FHEHBA
W —FF R BANBERARER R E, PO BRI EA M ML 258, %
EE. ERERERICRER TIERE, HURIIERE T HFR . JrAIRSLER IR
defer [ [F] 72— ML .

Keke: We did, did, did, did apply to our department at that time. They allowed us to defer
six months. I was thinking, I should graduate earlier because I applied, the reason I
applied for a graduate school abroad, at the very beginning was actually that the length of
schooling could be a little bit shorter, and I can go to work earlier. Because I myself is
not an academic enthusiast. So, I would go to work after graduation. So, I thought I
should go to work a little earlier. So, at that time, I did not consider going with them to
defer for half a year. And to be honest, our program is about a year, about a year, even if
defer half a year, I’m not sure after a year and a half, whether we could go to the United
States, so I said that I should take online classes first. But I finally chose to extend for
half a year, that was, I graduated six months later than expected. So I actually graduated
together with those deferred students.

[00:14:40.28] Yiwen: /R 7E 1R 58 st A2 B b BRI XA bR 8 B, AR ST IX AN I A

LIRS ARA — A KB T e ?
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Yiwen: When you made the decision to go online, did you have a general expectation of

when the pandemic would end?

[00:14:51.02] Keke: #2& [E P4 138 /& [E 41 2

Keke: Domestic or international?

[00:14:52.19] Yiwen: & AS— £ T 2

Yiwen: Did you have different expectations?

[00:14:54.15] Keke: aiF [F A 11, HAREHT. HUEE AR TRZ M. il

I T ] A AR 15 EE AR, 3R AR ORI, oA, Dy 3kim

AR, BORLZIMEwh, HNREAZAE, [HiEfass, "R

XIDGFEE R, I IR0 56 B ™ B . FACAFHUE 2020 4 KM T

B, AT LB A I, R KAETEAR SR T, WURREARRIE 7. SRR, P

PAR N0 [ I LU ORI, 28 7T B 56 [ A RR M BE RIS LR . X, BRI

56 [ ST e SRS SR 1t 25 PEAC AR — Wik, X, JRAGEASARA IR v] BE 2> 45 2k HE A
(A o EREEEIENS—H, Bt —H, MENARXMET, JRHKKR

HIXAS, AT

Keke: At that time domestic, domestic was good. In China, it was much better. So, at that

time, I was optimistic about the domestic situation, I was even very naive that I thought,

because when I was interviewed, the teachers in UPenn, they would say, wow, you are in

Wuhan, the pandemic is so serious there, but in the end, it was like, when the situation

here got better, it was the most serious time in the United States. I remember that it was

about the second half of 2020, it was so serious there, and even the embassy was closed,
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you could not apply for the visa. Then I, so I was relatively optimistic about the domestic
situation, and then I was probably skeptical about the United States. Yes, because I feel
that in the U.S., the policy would be looser. So, I thought the pandemic there would last
(longer). But I did not expect the domestic will always, is always, is now like this, round

and round.

[00:15:46.11] VoiceOver: MM 7E E A LW R J5, Keke I8 E T — 435221,
THaG T BRI SE 3 AT B2 .

After making the decision of taking online classes in China, Keke also found an

internship and began a life of taking online classes and working on the internship at the

same time.

[00:15:54.19] Yiwen: J& RAR 2 _E IR RIS AR5, &

Yiwen: Then you did an internship along with your online classes, right?

[00:15:58.08] Keke: *f. i HEEHmEHEIE. BIRE 5 FIARK RS2,

XF, RJGERF: . I A AS i AT BE A R4 O L Wik, AR R U, iR 2R
LA BT . 85 RAEFRER I — L ACBE s ST R i, MR —H
FEE P _EREREGI i, AT B2 . (Laugh)ite, AT, 475905 A
5, R AT

Keke: Right. I think it’s a blessing in disguise. Although the experience of studying was
quite bad, and the connections with classmates and teachers may not be so close,

relatively speaking, it was not even possible to see each other. Then every time I told

some of my friends or colleagues from my internship, they even laughed at me for my
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stay in China for online classes. (Laugh) That was, they would laugh at, with this laugh at

in quotation marks, that they felt sorry for me.

[00:16:29.20] Keke: X, #RJ5, (Higth, 1, HZHUFALR. HUR/EENRERS
T 1 A B RL PR B R 2 B, AR R e T SRR 2 B B A B A L R A, RS
MEHEZHINEE, £,

Keke: Then, but also, also, there were advantages. If you are in China, you will be closer

to the employment environment in China, and you can really feel the employment

pressure in China, and then you will have more time to do some internships.
[00:16:46.03] Keke: F4M}, FAHE, ALK, REREZH
A, BURACIRHIE AR, W EIE R RO — MERAER S, SINIREI k. 28
JRBATEHE, HEAE R, atir 2R AEE N BRI A R RS
SIRIRHE BRER B = A, WA RN A4 WA ISR, SRR Ja K E
H 7. iR ERZEEE, REKIURZ HAEAERN L EMR, RjF—dE%
s

Keke: I was, I remember I, I was doing an internship in Byte Dance, and then I went to
turn in that, that, to turn in my certificate of enrollment, that was, to prove that I was an
enrolled student, for entry clearance. When we were in line, there were a lot of
international students who were in China for online classes. When I was doing my
internship, my roommate and I were working together, and she was an international

student in Canada. She went to Canada as an undergraduate, and then returned to China

(because of Covid-19). There were a lot of international students, and I found that a lot of
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international students were taking online classes in China and then going to internships at
the same time.

[00:17:19.23] Yiwen: —i4 EMiR—ih52>], RHig?

Yiwen: Was that tiring?

[00:17:23.02] Keke: JEH R M1 HIL U ZAEFTTW, (Yiwen: Laugh) /R H1E 15
M AR A L i 3 ISR A 1 BT T i B A 1 BA T s R AN 2 14
WEMOUL, JUCHTE, BATHIERZ A, B RBRANTZE T RA R P A se
FEAH 2 T WX DR A A WA E MO, LR dh . FATTE
AN BTN 5 o — Ah BV A U A R et A TAFIR 2, i HARH
dirty, PLSEIE. RJE AT RERATHAR, AILRMA KRR IR R . fRILE®
R R AL ? AR . R R R T UE, SRR T REER Rl FECE ALK
MR R ARE I X, PR Rk B S e EMER. SRk,

Keke: It was very tiring. And I was at Byte Dance, (Yiwen: Laugh) you know what kind
of company Byte Dance is! And I was even in a startup division of Byte Dance. The
whole team was not facing the problem of making hundreds of millions of daily
activities, we were facing the problem of surviving first. So, it was actually equivalent to
doing such an entrepreneurial product within a big company like Byte Dance. The
atmosphere of our whole team was also a kind of entrepreneurial atmosphere. There are
times when [ work a lot, and it’s very dirty, to be honest. And then maybe the worst thing

was that there were days when we worked overtime until, until over midnight. Have you

ever seen Beijing at 1 am? That was the feeling. It is one or two o’clock in the morning
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after work, and then maybe with colleagues or roommates, we went for some food. Then
we went home. And after you went home, you have to continue to take online classes and
writing assignments.

[00:18:15.14] Keke: FicfF &AM a2, IENRKFHIRZ], Bt b 7 RERRZ )G
WK, —DNEP A BERRR ALK T REE WIS, B2®AT, By
5, U RERER BT MV AR SRS, R AT S A A 2Rk, win] gEFATTZ ]
PR3 RRIIR, IR — M4, B —HI, PREEAEIRAZ
PENVEM R BRI, WRERE IR G R, BFAEEA A, T H
AL L SERIEBERAT, YLl A& — D, Bl —TTRAA 12
g3, AHIXAS A TR I X5 I R SR

Keke: I remember I was, what I was particularly impressed, is that after taking the
American class, I would feel why there are so many things for one credit! It is possible
that back in China, that is, we, or maybe because of the university, or it may also be
related to our major, is that we actually did not have so many assignments. It was
possible that we had a midterm essay and then at the end of the semester, another essay,
or an examination. Usually, we didn’t have so many assignments. However, here, I found
that [ had to turn in assignments every week, and the workload was actually quite large,

to be honest. I feel that only one credit, it may be for one course, only accounts for one

credit, but this credit is really hard to earn.
[00:18:51.07] Keke: ARG HIEA FH K FHERIR, REHAN, SEELE LRI

RE, JF—REH, SERMEENESE 7, ERAIT T, RERAEXLIEEEE
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W WAeHHHEGEHERNESH ST AXAB . REiA MRS & S E S
T RS T BRI T B b, S TR, RIUERE SR, RRIEE
H BV, WA T AR B R U S I BRI v I o

Keke: Then basically every day after I came home from work, when my roommate has
been lying in bed, playing Honor of Kings,[5] or she just fell asleep, snoring over there,
and then I had to write assignments. I often wrote and wrote, and I thought why I was so
miserable. Then sometimes I fell asleep while writing, and I slept at my desk all night.
Then the next day, I got up and found that I had not finished my assignment, and then I
had to go to work. That’s how it was. That time was quite painful, to be honest.
[00:19:20.26] Yiwen: HSARMN TG R AR I TRJ AR b B B 1] 5 () 4 L s 2
Yiwen: And did you have any time conflict between your classes and your work?
[00:19:26.26] Keke: 2 o K AAR I IRIEEA b #F A& B A B A B . B DAFRE
T 2, IR G —14 ERER . PrRAIREm R ERAE, widXi TR
&, R ACLHHEA AR, R HE M. R A DR, B2 leader
RIL, M FARETH A AHZ KDy IR[FF S RE A EMUR, RO ATTE >
M S B, P A SERIE L. (Laugh)

Keke: There would be. Because the classes were basically at night during the domestic
time. So, I was often faced with having to work late and having online classes at the same
time. So, I was mainly doing my work and kept online for the classes, I had to keep

online. Then sometimes my leader would find that I was taking classes, then he would
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ask what I was doing. But because all my colleagues actually knew that I was taking
online classes, because they all separately laughed at me, so, it was actually okay.
[00:19:57.08] Yiwen: A 4x—» 1 ?

Yiwen: So it was like dual-tasking?

[00:19:58.26] Keke: 4RV A M ! EZ AR ARG RAET IR, R TAEE 2 nT LA
W, (Laugh) Bt R EIEHEHUER L T, BN AR, RIEFK leader thAZ
care, X7

Keke: Of course not! My main focus was listening to the class, because I could mess

around at work. (Laugh) As long as I could hand in the tasks in time, my leader would

not care anyway.

[00:20:13.02] Yiwen: {H 23X #F A G522 L0 58 A i) (7] 2

Yiwen: Then you may have to work overtime longer?

[00:20:16.03] Keke: X, XAASEAE. Bi&A M ERTRE THEHE M, B0 Ul 240 TIE
[l L. R B HRE D T4 (Laugh) FILE [B] A8 38 5015 17 2 i !
HUFL A B FEIR A A2 !

Keke: Yes, this is true. It was that sometimes you had to get off work even later or take
work home. Gosh! What I went through in those months! (Laugh) When I look back on it

now, I feel it’s horrible! Really lack of sleep!

[00:20:29.09] (Music)
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Columbia student shares her story of getting Covid-19 after arriving in the U.S. for
half a year

71: A master’s student in the East Asian Languages and Cultures Program at Columbia
University. Before entering Columbia University, she majored in Biological Science and
Chinese Literature at Peking University. 71 had a gap year because she didn't want to
take online classes. Right before the winter break in 2021, she unexpectedly tested
positive for Covid-19, which she didn’t dare to tell her family.

[00:00:00.00] (Music)

[00:00:04.26] VoiceOver: ¥l %] The Two Year Stolen, & Yiwen.

Welcome to The Two Year Stolen, I’'m Yiwen.

[00:00:15.12] VoiceOver: 1X— BRI 52 Ui # 2 AL B RIS I, 71, AR T
AEHR A

The interviewee of this episode is my friend at Columbia, 71, who graduated from Peking
University as an undergraduate.

[00:00:21.16] (Music)

[00:00:24.04] VoiceOver: IR IR, 71 IEE KDY RO9EENE, ZERAN W
IBIFEE, dh BN BT A2 T — LR

71 was in her senior year when the pandemic outbroke. The school kept postponing the

start of the new semester because of the pandemic, and her plan for the final project was

also disrupted.
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[00:00:32.15] 71: —FFUGHE AR IR, ROAZREFRDY _EIBE, 20 B2 2R
&M T FEMEA TR 2R A E JaN 2Rk e 56— M
T, WHOOTLLEIR R T o W8, BT LU R RATVIEIEIT 2 HE R, A
—elE, (HRRA A REEIR — AR, WTREIR AT A2 T, (HE—E AN
HIEIR, A B EJa F AL R R AR S L e U

The pandemic outbroke when I was in my senior year. It should be in the winter break,
and I have already gone home for holiday. I didn't anticipate it would be this serious at
the time. I was thinking that I might be able to go back to my school right after the Spring
Festival. Uh, so when there was an announcement of a later start of the new semester, and
I was shocked. But I thought maybe a month of postponing would be enough, and I could
go back to campus after a month. But it kept postponing, and I didn't think I would end

up finishing my final project totally at home.

[00:01:09.11] Yiwen: ZENER 5E ML R FE S, B RATER SEEE %
18 B — L JFR G 2

Have you met any problems when you worked on your final project at home?
[00:01:17.02] 71: F 1. PRI B 1 EE V% T A& 06 20 BEAE S 56 = 58 B — L
Seagy, RO RIGIER B, BIERAEN, EAREZA, &)a AR

re ARG B2 TR 25 S il R kAR S

Sure. Actually, according to my initial plan, I had to complete some experiments in the
lab. However, I could not go back to the campus. Many students, including me, had to

finish our final project with Bioinformatics approaches.
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[00:01:35.24] Yiwen: AT LAXANZE (ST BEAMRIEE BT st m 1.
Does this mean that the whole direction of your final project has changed?

[00:01:41.12] 71: XF, XUEEANTVATESAL. FOVERARERISLE T, Pridal
RE 5 2L EER 2 — S, (ER R AR B3R KRR . (HRR A tBAEE
Yot I, ROVESES, BOvE e, WRIERA N, FHC BB AR N )5
ARSI ) R A S, SR e LA SOR UL, BRI IR iR —
RO WEORAEZ G, AT AR B SR ) &2 — T TR IR R, B iR
i, BB, FGAXBAE R R S .

Yes, I had to change the whole methodology. Since I could not go back to the lab, I had
to learn some new software from the beginning. But the subject itself has not changed
much. But I don't think this is a bad thing, because I think, first, if I went back to campus,
I could have only one semester to do all the experiments, which was not enough for my

thesis. But I stayed at home, and I could use more time to learn new software and finish

my project, which might be better.
[00:02:21.21] VoiceOver: 71 MR =JF IR HE S tH B 22 AR DG B, B R R IS
15, WIS CAAGR] T —2 offer. JEH, BHEEEE M BRE™E, ERINH
CUETETE 2020 fE#SEZ 5, 71 BZEIR T EHI— 4N,

71 began to prepare for studying abroad in junior year and had already received some
offers when the pandemic outbroke. However, as the situation in the U.S. got worse, 71
eventually chose to defer for a year after she realized she would not be able to come to

the U.S. in 2020.
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[00:02:39.17] 71: BAZseLE R = HIBAR . K GI 27 # B O AT H [ B8 2 2 Ta) s
B WA, WERABEES B ROTIILE, AU B B . X 2% PO R AT
(¥

I think I started preparing in my junior year. At that time, I had a choice between
applying for a graduate program in another department at PKU and studying abroad. I

thought if I could not enter the Chinese Literature department at PKU, I would study

abroad. I prepared for both at the same time.

[00:02:58.12] Yiwen: Jr SKIK A% RGeS 2

Then you weren't able to...

[00:03:01.04] 71: X}, BRCNBA BeW e befamf, AR, st Em. KA
RIS [ ) — L fE R A DR AR E R T .

Yes. I failed in applying for the graduate program in the Chinese Literature department
and I thought, 'OK, fine, let me study abroad.' And I have already finished all the
preparation for applying for graduate school abroad.

[00:03:10.10] Yiwen: i 218 5 % ilixL?

Like language tests?

[00:03:12.12] 71: Xf. BRI BEAT, Fr AR A K2 BIEE

Yes. I prepared simultaneously. So I didn't have too much worry.

[00:03:17.10] Yiwen: ASZEAN 22 P IF B A BN fige, PRI L8 B A L 42 58 Hh 25
IE

So when the pandemic broke out, you have already submitted all the applications?
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[00:03:21.10] 71: X, HHTEZ, X, #HOLERTH I,

Yes. I have submitted them all.

[00:03:23.02] Yiwen: J& T — MEERHARA 4R K offer FIFT B ?

And you were waiting for offers?

[00:03:27.07] 71: HEECEH offer 1 .

Yes. And I have even received some.

[00:03:28.12] Yiwen: J2 155 15 A [ B fi 2

When the pandemic outbroke?

[00:03:28.12] 71: XF, fHAZHKLE. XTo

Yes. Though only oral offers. Yes.

[00:03:32.21] Yiwen: It AR 2B A8 28 175 1T B 2 52 B4R H ] BE 22 1 1 Rl e 2

So have you thought the pandemic might influence your plan to study abroad at that

time?

[00:03:38.10] 71: FUH &AL BOVYN FERAEPEELK, REFEE,
([00:03:45.09] Yiwen: &G E)'E2) X, SEERFRAELWEFHER.

Absolutely not. Cuz the pandemic was happening mainly in China, and I didn't anticipate

(Yiwen: you didn't anticipate it would...) yes, it would spread to the country I would like

to go.

[00:03:48.22] Yiwen: 35 [EiX 1A KMEE = DU H G IBHE T 066 21, AN BHEAR

A0 H O RER I £ A 1R E 2
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The pandemic broke out in the United States around March or April. At that time did you

start to worry that you might not be able to go to the U.S. for a while?

[00:03:57.12] 71: FILLEI= PYH G IR IAEAT KA Lo PUOATIE RS SEAG AT
REFE A BTG L2 LU E A TE P . R E AN Y, HSRIFA S ZBIR KIS .
In fact, I wasn't too worried until March or April. Because I still thought that maybe the

situation would be worse at home than abroad. My plan to study abroad would not really

be influenced too much.

[00:04:07.14] Yiwen: /R JGif s ik defer —4F. defer ¥ 5E f& FEAT A4 W il H Sk
frr?

However, you still chose to defer for a year at last. So, when did you make that choice?
[00:04:11.05] 71: EARMBIAIRE L T, (HEARM AR, NiZze®RmiE 1R E RS
T4 ™ H 3 W] BEXT NI 7] BE 2 S M R A

I forget the exact time, but it was probably, I think when I learned that the pandemic in

the US had become so serious that it might have had an impact on my entry.
[00:04:24.01] Yiwen: defer [f—%F, R EAEHAMELA 42

What did you do during the year?

[00:04:27.07] 71: k2 GBI EF BAEN . 2R xR £ 20N,
WAL R — MK —RE M. R)E A PR R AR X, 2880k,
I stayed at home during the summer holiday after graduation and went back to Beijing

after the holiday. I rented an apartment with a friend in Beijing. I sometimes would go

back to the college and audit some classes. Yes, I kept going to school.
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[00:04:44.11] Yiwen: FES i D28 Fealb (22 o n] AR (220 2

Students who had already graduated could also enter the campus at that time?
[00:04:46.22] 71: i 23 4 F2 M, Ay FnT DA 22 FRAR L AN T, {2 st
KEREG™, PRI S, EREHER TR, Bl Eis 4 B
—HEPR,

It was my professor. He told me to see him on campus. In fact, the policy to access the

campus in PKU was relatively strict and it was hard to get into PKU. However, it's easier

to get into Tsinghua and I audited some classes there.

[00:05:01.14] Yiwen: KME—L8At 2 FER 1R ?

Like what?

[00:05:02.19] 71: EMNRMIE. R IHER. G MIZRAMAITINC R
2 WAKIER LA A RIFHIUR, RIEDF 7 —28R.

Classes in various departments. Sociology department, history department, and I think it's

their foreign language department? I'm not quite sure what departments offered the

classes, but I audited some of them anyway.
[00:05:12.23] VoiceOver: £ 71 B K, defer /& it £F 24 i v DAL H A B AR 36 T

In 71' eyes, deferring for a year was the best choice she could made at that moment.
[00:05:16.29] 71: PRSI FRATIIE DL, G0 RARAS defer (1)1, REUASER £

e TA M R—LE EWERME S, B EARA TSR ARG 1R R, BT i
AT IX — %3], RAFHRARLFH . s bbb AT n] Be AR R AR R LUk,

TGN, RES SHEARE AR, MZMEhEAgE, REZBARE
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SLANHEBURE R AR, TP B IRTE TR S A A 25 B — AR A Sk
SR AN

I was facing a situation where if I didn't defer, I had to have online classes at home for a
whole year. [ asked some of my friends who chose to have online classes afterward and I
felt their day and night inversion life would influence their studies. Like they had to enter
classes at midnight and their mind was not clear enough. They could not participate in
class actively, have enough interaction with the professors, and establish close
relationship with their classmates. It would make me feel like paying a lot to attend a

graduate program that lacks a real sense.
[00:05:54.19] VoiceOver: 3| 7 2021 £, SLEH—FENZEN 71, 5H K XBHE
F T B AL A S _EAKIHAA R 20 B

Until 2021, even after a gap year, 71 still have some different ideas with her parents over

whether or not to go to the US.
[00:06:02.11] 71: A BE AW AR SIE/RIR, AT BE2x o URVRIAE [ 1 92 17 e
ey, NSRRI, IRIEEE R ? ATRERER A A X, ARATTE I A e A
Wr ok RBI Y, HSERREIRA FTREAR LM AT T o AHRZ R0 BLSUH AN 7 4
TLRBAAT, WAL, TR KRR A ARVE G I, iR 2 3RATIE /& 7T LA
1. BB G R A K T RE X HE U, AR/ T R th B B A AT .
([00:06:39.04] Yiwen: WIGMEIE . ) () A& KPR —Fhifiik,

My parents would constantly imply to me by telling me how the situation was abroad

right now and asking if I insisted on going. They would ask me every day. Yes, through
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this kind of questioning they would constantly make me understand that maybe I really
could not go. But at the same time, there was a voice in my heart that I wanted to counter
them that it wasn't that serious, that it was probably just their ideas, and I could
eventually go. So, my parents would sometimes joke that I could even give up my life to
study abroad. ([00:06:39.04] Yiwen: Hahahahaha.) (Laughs) They would have that kind
of argument.

[00:06:41.12] Yiwen: It AR AC BEH S22 2 5 SRAS 2 R0 1 SCRFR H R 2

So your parents were actually not really supportive of you coming to the U.S.?
[00:06:45.11] 71: Xt (EZARAISCBAT ARF GRAE M SO0, Al AT RS 8L — o i S
AN URRE RIS ER . FpJr At — M iy 3, EREARE AR
TR, HSERA TR A E . W AW EH RS Jetlf], Fe M
PERHE AR B BEE A S JRlAT, I8F —SBRIRKER, RSB eaefEE T,
BE A BRI (Yiwen: EH . D Xf, A4 2RHF1HE, REFR
W mIRbAT. X, ERAANTRMATRARMEN.

Yes. But they didn't really oppose it strongly either, they just told you where the risks
were by implication. And I also argued in a joking way, though seriously, by telling them
that it was not as serious as they thought. I would keep convincing them with data, I
would habitually hide the scary data and give them positive information like the situation
is getting better, or scientists have made some progress (Yiwen: like a vaccine.) Yes,

when there was some good news, I would tell them. But they didn't really believe it.

[00:07:27.21] Yiwen: 24 VR #x fa F IEAR ] CAH SR B, AT %A B 12
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But when you could finally come to the U.S., they stopped objecting?

[00:07:32.09] 71: ARAIHSE— HARBCA RIS AR, HEEEIRE,
AR AN, IRERBLFREE P REMA 4. AR —DIEEEE, WRRR
REH 2%, M IRRARTT L. XS

They haven't actually been too opposed to it. They just thought that I needed to be aware
that there was a chance that I wouldn't go to the U.S., and I had to figure out what I was

going to do then. I was just a reminder. They were definitely happy when I was able to

come to the U.S.

[00:07:48.09] Yiwen: AR 40 $& FABA TR vl () 22—, belniie, R HA =W
plan b & ?

So did you follow what they said to make a, for example, plan B?

[00:07:53.19] 71: & H, EEKH.

No, never.

[00:07:54.29] Yiwen: /RS E €2 ] L 21?2 (7T1:XF. D) RFAER—TF,
URARAE 2021 SRR, VRAEILSEAE PR R SEREIE KA, (HAERAR N BUA g
igifke  (TLXFo ) ARIEAARHEIR 22 85— b 2 B R R M IME?

You were convinced that you could come? (71: Yes.) So let us imagine, in 2021, if, I

mean, in the reality, you could come to the U.S., but if you couldn't, would you defer for

another year or make another choice?
[00:08:14.21] 71: WIR—FZ JFIE R, WRIK gap —F 2 JFIERARET 2, Fitik

B EMUR, BOATRA T REMEE P, XF, T HIRAI T H WA o vV HEIR B4 .
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If after the gap year, I still could not come, I would have online classes. It's impossible

for me to defer for two years, and it's not allowed by the program.

[00:08:26.18] Yiwen: it LLHSEARIG /2 A 5 8 tn SR AR iE R E B A TrH 2
So, you still had a plan B?

[00:08:32.26] 71: Xf. {HEXNARKFEER R, iR —FEREZH AR,
A REHOE ERER. X R BI ) — AL, XS,

Yes, but it was not about my choice. I was forced to take online classes. That's

completely passive.

[00:08:42.27] VoiceOver: NI FI3E E [, XFBraiet, 71 R 7 IEFEEMS
JZ.

When she first arrived in the United States, 71 took a very cautious attitude to the

pandemic.

[00:08:47.27] 71: AN, WAREZEFE T, REHEM T T —TFRCE
AIAFTRA S, BRSPS, (5 B Rk %, wIpeZishhek I,
NEEEZ, 2 5 A XU th L3y

I have a friend. She invited me to go to IKEA with her. And I asked my parents whether I

could go and they strongly opposed it. (Laugh.) They believe that going to IKEA means

taking the subway while taking the subway means exposure to viruses.
[00:09:03.25] Yiwen: HJa RARAT A BRI 46, AT RERA B4 WITETARBE &

W, THRHTTE G, @A 1 R IX L ?
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Then when did you start to care less about your parents' opinions and start going out for

dinners and shopping?

EAFIXA AT RERE ROV EURAGJE, st — ik, — A2

ﬂ

[00:09:13.00] 71: F3
TR E4RP—ITES R AR ERERZ G, RPN U, KREAE—
EIER . XFMFOLR, ARANTTREFE ] — Rt B UEks, R faRX A i 4
(%) , WMARMWENE XA EZ, EHT2EBAREMAGHE. X, Brelafgeir
WEN T — IR ZJa AT RERE 5 1 BRIl iz . R — THIR IR BERE AR R 5
B, AR R AT DRSS A T I URIZ AP, 18 RIAR T A LIRS
R RE AT LA, i FE T .

I think it was because of a class I took. I was taking a language class in which I had to
attend class 4 times a week outside the campus. Every time after class, some classmates
would suggest going out for lunch together. In this situation, it's not possible to give the
runaround for the reason that it's dangerous to dine in. This would make me look very
asocial. So I joined them for the first time. After that, I got used to eating with my

classmates. And if you can accept to eat in the cafeteria at first, then slowly you can

accept to go to a restaurant. Gradually, you may accept going anywhere.

[00:10:01.04] Yiwen: At L SCE U6 2N T A HE?

So at first it was about fitting in?

[00:10:03.01] 71: X, —JFaG=A T EH#E, FOVURE BN RS EIFEARREANE
PE— R AT AR F G . WORARRF IR RAR RO, HSin BAAAH fartt.
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Yes. It was about fitting in. Because people around me didn't see it as a very scary thing.

It would seem to be a bit wield if I performed so restless.

[00:10:17.04] VoiceOver: TEZHIBAAENG 2 JEAA, 71 KELE QUG T ¥ e s
Shortly after lowering her guard, 71 found herself infected with the coronavirus.
[00:10:23.11] Yiwen: YR7E 254 4 R B I e S Jlkgead — o e 192 (71: 1R, D
REERFATTUFUF 2 I F A 0 g 2

You once got Covid last winter? (71: Yes.) Could you briefly talk about the situation at

that time?
[00:10:29.29] 71: RN SEF T —A 3 REFEM, FAF2EZ T — 2.

(Yiwen: JEAT? ) MAZAKEY, Xfo RJFRAMFEZE T B2, 236
UL A B T, AL BERRAREE T HE, RwtiEd
s 1B, AHRE AL RRR BRI, R EA e N L T TS
TR RELE R, (R4 T SR RIS I T e SEAUR L T
I took a trip to Philadelphia with my friends because we had a 3-day vacation. (Yiwen:
Thanksgiving?) I think it was Thanksgiving. And I went to Philadelphia with my friends,
and I have to say I was not so cautious. I just put on my mask, and I felt like I was

protected, but my consciousness loosened up. So I guess I might get infected in

Philadelphia when dining in a restaurant.
[00:10:58.19] Yiwen: /RA&fT A BHE R IR E] B & ] e YL 2

When did you realize that?
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[00:11:01.02] 71: HHSL—HHARA WS H ARG 7. WEZH2H—MAAE

CURGE AL RIHIN, XA IS = AR A o FHNCRARBAT A B 2

oy

T

o

o XF o 3R FAG I AR BRI NI TR —Feh e g, B A AR
tHe BFOVANRARE, Hoedk, RI— EIRIE SR SR IARUEA 5
W, BEARARRE BEIR, MATATREA A B RRUR, (E0 B oy — L.
KHER RN, EFREXADGER, REVRAIEREAES, X, XA
DAYk BRI — Aottt iz i X, BRI AR XA T

I actually never thought I might be infected. I was more out of a fear that I might infect
others so that the impact of this thing would be very bad. I never felt like I was infected,
yes. I just did the test to reduce others' doubts, or maybe fears, about me. Because I had
symptoms of a cold at the time. My classmates could easily find my nasal voice. They
might not show it, but you could feel that they had some concerns about staying with you.
At this point, I just wanted to do a test to prove I didn't get covid. In this way they could
continue to have fun with me without any worries. That's what I was thinking.
[00:11:48.17] Yiwen: /R3S H CIRA By, AT EPmE? (71 %, D
SRR BB T F A — LRI, P S

You believed it was not Covid but flu? (71: Yes.) And you felt you had to do a test and

prove your "innocence" with the result?

il

[00:11:59.15] 71: X}, WiH, (HR2FEZRBUREEE T, RE2HE RN, R

Bl B N R I



The Two Years Stolen 64

Yes. And if I really got Covid, finding it earlier would be better for I would influence
fewer people.

[00:12:07.11] Yiwen: ¥R M BRI 01>k 2 f5 R 2 A £ KA IR ?

When did you do the test? How many days after you came back from Philadelphia?
[00:12:11.08] 71: ZIIER 3 KRG, W M@ 3 KiE, RICHARIELT .

3 days after coming back. Yes, I think it should be 3 days later. I cannot remember

clearly.

[00:12:19.09] Yiwen: FUARH CBA wASIRE G T, B AFE IS 2 B /R H S22 BR
FAAIEH AL AT ?

Considering you didn't think you got covid, were you and your friends still socializing

normally before you tested positive?

[00:12:25.17] 71: BRI B3 00 ke fR) I iz 3R BE A NI AR 1308 2, A LU~ 2 IR
TR . BB BEIRAKLF, —RETEEIAARE R, S NIZR
1758, TER MW PIZAEH A — R, AN RERER T, H2ERIIEE KN
B O AEH E, ATREE SRR . FERAIR, FIIRE RS A
R TR, @R E RN T, w3 E S E RN T 3
B2 T Re B R — IR BRI, BB I MR R — AN T = 4 SRR

&, AR UR AR A R BB VORI, SE RO AR — A
AXET . BITFARIEHE, 0 H AN REE SRS R A, RICERAK—ER.
When I came back from Philadelphia, I felt very tired, which I thought was caused by the

trip. Because I didn't sleep well, and the one-day trip was really tiring. I should have
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stayed in bed for a whole day after the trip. I thought I was tired, but then I found myself
having a very bad headache and probably a fever. And a friend who went to Philadelphia
with me also had these symptoms. She went for a test and suggested that I should also do
a test. I made the earliest appointment I could get. Usually, you would receive a result
report from the lab by email in one day. When I did not receive this email in time, I felt
that there might be a problem. But right before I received the results, I still had lunch
with my friends.

[00:13:17.09] Yiwen: Xf, RASKRIELIFK, FAVBIELR 7. (5D

Yes, you invited me for lunch that day.

[00:13:19.09] 71: XX, FABEBIIR. () X, H{E R EL AE—E
W PTUAIR I R B Ja A BRAR— 22 . (Yiwen: Xfo ) Ja>Ral & i
fi, FAFEREMI G, FHEEs] 17— DAL, B S S AT
e RJRIWER BT, XNOTM IR AR RS R . (5O

Yes. When I met you in the cafeteria, I was having lunch with my classmate. But I didn't
have lunch with you at last. (Yiwen: Yes.) Then after lunch, I was having a rest at home,
and I got a call from a stranger. I felt there might be some problem but still answered the
call. The guy gold me, "Sorry, your test result is positive." (Laugh)

[00:13:42.06] Yiwen: /55 46 H FbE 25 2

Then you began the self-quarantine?
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[00:13:43.14] 71: B2 ¥, Al ) A RFRIXANE R, gl vl VR B0 7E 2558 4 WL A
N, WLLERIEE. REAH AT EEER, bl —ak Eie s maiT —1
o

He told me the result and asked me to avoid seeing any other people and suggested a self-

quarantine. And he told me he would call back at night to give me more detailed notes.
[00:13:57.19] Yiwen: fhilfe b S EEVURFT T — AN HLIE?

So he called back at night?

[00:13:59.04] 71: %F, Al b N ARSTHIE, WRERAGER, 5 S FRRMAZEA
2o WARAFM VLA IR VELH, FAEAFAb A% O B B S B R R U B RRE 2
LAY . EEMWEA, WHRER. LATUERRR R, TR 2
AL B RF R RIEFERRATZR R A — MBERE R — MR .
Yes, he called me again at night and asked about my symptoms and then told me what I
should do. I don't think he was very detailed, I think the core of what he was saying was
that I should have a self-quarantine. And he even didn't, didn't tell me that I could tell my

close contacts and they might need a test. But I know afterward that our school seems to

have a process for tracking close contacts.

[00:14:20.14] Yiwen: HSFSOZHBA B F LR R B, B AIREA BB ER ],
PRUONEATAS R AT 7 ANEME, ARBCH BRI A2

I shouldn't have been counted as your close contact, so I wasn't tracked. Because we just

said hi that day but not having lunch together.

[00:14:27.11] 71: XESFxE, NoiZn] BEmiixf Hidk 2.
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Yes. You might not have been counted.

[00:14:29.05] Yiwen: Xf, {H2RIEH 73, FrLl3REM 7R, RA SR K —1LL
But you informed me, and I had a test. Did the school send you any...

[00:14:32.25] 71: MEHKE T —N2RE, SRE, HERERCEL T R #E
Airzl, (5

They sent me a first aid kit. But the package was sent to my home after I had recovered.
(Laugh.)

[00:14:38.18] Yiwen: it LAMRTE HIKFG S Hx, /RF B LB —LIpEk---

So during the self-quarantine, did you find some way to...

Jl

[00:14:43.24] 71: HRRZS?  (Yiwen: Xf. ) FUM 5 AR T BRSO %IZ T,

\5

P AR AR B 2 IS LTI 2 B — 2 RE/ERE L, AP EAE 2 1E
Hii. (58 JILEM ELTEFY4EER, 4 (Yiwen: VC ZEH? D X VC ik
AR X, &M,

Self-aid? (Yiwen: Yes.) I felt like I needed to enhance my immunity, so I slept earlier
than usual. And in terms of diet, I would eat more protein, (laughs) and I bought all kinds
of vitamins online, like (Yiwen: VC?) yes, VC and zinc tablets, all kinds of medicines.
[00:15:15.08] Yiwen: B AN2Z, BLRMRMES? (5

Not really medicines but supplements?

[00:15:17.00] 71: X, fRfiEd. LT X

Yes, supplement. I also bought some medicines.
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[00:15:20.14] Yiwen: 25 L2 ELEE? (71 ERERE. (5 )

I guess you bought Lianhua Qingwen Capsule? (71: Yes, Lianhua Qingwen Capsule.
(Laugh))

[00:15:20.14] Yiwen: A T A FERIR, SEEIXL —RRKH Iz 4252

Didn't they tell you what people in the U.S. usually take for treatment?

[00:15:25.15] 71: AR AIRIARE (BD , KIRAVADIR, AR nl L% SR B2,
(B B A R BB ARl w1 5e . B IR ORI R, K
B ERBIETLIAIZE, BRI AR

He said that if [ had a cold and a fever, I could take some antipyretic, but [ haven't had a

particularly high fever the whole time I've been sick. Usually, I think if it was a low

fever, basically no need to take medicine.

[00:15:42.05] Yiwen: Jft DA SEARPPREIRAS A2 4R ™ 2 2

So your symptoms were not so serious?

[00:15:44.08] 71: %}

Yes.

[00:15:45.01] Yiwen: KiEZ A2 JGIRZER T ?

About how long did it take for you to recover?

[00:15:48.19] 71: WIRLLVE e ¥ obrit, w3 —AHIE, FidfGe.
I think a month if you mean my test result turned negative.

[00:15:56.04] Yiwen: & M H BURER T 45 2

Counted from the emergence of symptoms?
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[00:16:00.16] 71: XF, FIFEEH. DRONFR2amS Haz SOR Rz e m RS, 4
CLICTEBITREAR DAL 1, FrUIRRRPE AN RGeE, BOH 7 ra it
Kl P IR AR AT B IR — B RAN, PRAGEIREEA T, KRR AT
PRECHII A AR BE £ Br. FHIS, FroAFRK S FIEA b I A — FA Iy
UG POV ERENAEINEE, AR — T DR R EE el
P LERLGS, WA E AT R AR RERE B I ARSI — A AR I P k. — T a6
I v LA o JR SR NAZ A 0 = IR IR IS, — ELASBCA 36, 28 =k &=
I, I 2R S VR R UUAR AN BEIX A S, s 7 — MR R,
ROZLMBAFTERN, AR BEARRAME 90 K A #RA T Z I .

Yes, and till I tested negative. Because I got sick in the final week, and I had already
arranged my winter break trip. I had to cancel all my plans. And I wanted to get tested
again soon to prove that I had recovered, so I could travel with my friends again. I was,
so I was anxious. At first, I wanted to test twice a week, because I had heard that some
people could turn negative in only one week. I thought I had good physical qualities, so I
might be able to turn negative very quickly. I went to do the test twice a week. I was
allowed to do so at the very beginning, but when I went there for the third time, my test
result was still positive, and the staff told me that I should not test so often. He even sent

me an email telling me that if someone has already tested positive, he may not need to

test again for the next 90 days or so.
[00:17:01.26] Yiwen: ft MR G R A FAME el . S35 Rl 17— AR

K, REZ T ?
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So you didn't go back for a test till a month later, and you were finally negative?
[00:17:10.02] 71: X}, BEUNESZAREERIMT], BRI LSRR FARGE
1947, BFUONRAEESRCR UL, A ORECETEG T, HEugRRE, RSk
AR, EHESRAHSE Ot B AR AR (H2 U R AR Z R A —
2, ARANATRERR A N SIRIRAE L2 FH P, (HIRC A BA L3t 7, EMER A
Hox, HOWUIXHRRE O BB, A1k 90 KRN AEN,
BN T, RAASREIRATReRE MR, JAMM 8D, +R—IKIE,
WAL M FJaFACIFRLIZ, MAZZAREMH S L OO 7, RidfF.
Yes, because it can be quite annoying that you went to do a test with high expectations
but could never get the results you wanted. According to the symptoms, I felt I have
already recovered, but the test result was still positive. Though you knew the virus was
no longer infectious to others, if you wanted to hang out with someone, you could not tell
them that your test result was positive, but they were safe. This can only be used for self-
assurance. So even though my doctor told me not to get tested for 90 days, I made
another appointment. I just went less frequently, from twice a week to once every two
weeks or ten days. And it should be the 5th time I went for a test, I finally turned
negative.

[00:17:58.12] Yiwen: A J5 [ TARBLA T8 7 A2

Then you got some kind of relief?
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[00:18:00.18] 71: X, 10 HIH —F15 &, JERIEI—EAES LR — RN
MANFE2E, PRI E R — B A BRI, USSR AR, EokIE, M
76, WABAREE MR T .

Yes. And another thing is about the friend with whom I was preparing to travel together
during winter break. She didn’t contact me during the whole winter break. I felt strange at

first, and then I happened to know that she also tested positive.

[00:18:21.13] Yiwen: FT MRATN AR EL — B LK IRiF. Fe)a--

So you initially planned to go for a trip together but end up...

[00:18:23.29] 71: X, XOMPHVE. H4EFitRIZIR 2T, ETIRZNHH, g
M feJm final 45 R KN R0 E — > (ERFONE 7 IR EAREE A, 1 it th
IR RFE, Pred--

Yes, both of us got Covid-19. At that time, we planned to go to many places and thought

of many destinations, just to pick one after the final week. Then I got Covid-19 and I

didn't dare to contact her, and she also happened never to contact me, so...
[00:18:42.15] Yiwen: IX - FH1EHLIX A A% 12
The whole plan was just canceled.

[00:18:43.04] 71: X}, Whadfs 1. ERAFIE, S, Wi, X,

Yes, just canceled. It was a long time before I heard that she also got Covid-19 at that
time.

[00:18:47.01] Yiwen: [fij H. i th %A & VR IR AT 1 X fFF4 2

And she didn't tell you?
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[00:18:49.01] 71: X}, Whi% A& IFdR, ZIWECHIE, FARWEAE SR, KA
PERAB BB A AR . M AR IRV E R, FA A D E R .
Yes, she never told me. I heard it from someone else. And I never told her about my

getting Covid-19 because I didn't meet her during that time. She was not a close contact

of me and there was no need to tell her.

[00:18:57.16] Yiwen: fEAF i Bl iX M iE < 5, gt —IRZ fa, RIEEX I )
S EHEaf ey ?

After getting Covid-19, has your attitude to this virus changed?

[00:19:05.05] 71: FifF XA FH /G HIE. NINIE, 2&7EREHF

J:I

(CYEFIESIEE (R
AZJEHHEAZA . PR, e RASRER, mRBANZEE, JAN
AT REE BN T ARE . (50 X, AN RBAN AT, REH
AN R KBS A3y, 3R] R S 2 A MR 5 [ A I g A R A i T T 2 L
o ERMGEH, A, BEZE, RENHE, BET, B, BEOyHR EIKEE
T WRAR AT, BB SR 1. BoRR AR LU £IEE
o ARG, HEREAZERCRIMTT . FEZRIEME ML, W
RAORMFIE, AR FIPUAR S 2 EER

I think this also changed with different periods. When I first got it, or during my illness
and after I was cured, and long after I was cured, there were changes. When I was sick, I
was thinking that if I had a chance to recover, I even thought about the possibility that I

could never recover. (Laughs) I was thinking that if I had a chance to get cured, I would

never go back to a high-risk place again, and I would probably become the very cautious
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person [ was when I first came to the U.S. Then after I got, [ mean, recovered, I was like,
because of the long self-quarantine, I did feel a bit bored at the time, and I thought I
should go out and breathe some fresh air. But I wouldn't go anywhere dangerous. And I
heard that if you just recovered, the antibody concentration in your blood would be
higher.

[00:19:57.20] Yiwen: 5t /&% A VRANEE 5y -+

It means in a short term, you would not...

[00:19:59.06] 71: X XFXF o RS 2 LA I I A RLZRIRIR 2 X . 2B X
WU REEIE, P LA b 6 LA 1 HAEGFR AN, BN B AN A
¥, BRI ETFRIEE S, Wtz T, PSR ERATAS R MTHLE 7
— N, (HERWEA, WARBERKZER) . ERERAZE, B=PBEEA L
C4s T HOEEXNFG. X, A EXKE, B8, 505500 RAR] DLEX A G
Do

Yes. Your risk would be much lower than other people's. That's why I chose to go out
and get some fresh air at that time. And coincidentally, the friend who also got Covid, the
one [ was planning a trip with, also recovered. And we had a very short trip near New
York together for we still didn't dare to go too far away. Then, after recovering for a long

time, it comes to the third stage. I almost forget I once got Covid-19 and it goes back to

the situation that I feel I can go anywhere I want.
[00:20:33.15] Yiwen: , FrLUgh a6 vHRI T — IR KIS RAT ?

And you are planning another long trip?
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[00:20:36.20] 71: XXX, NARBSGXFHEH T o

Yes, it's turning into this status again.

[00:20:38.10] Yiwen: /57H & RIRIIR N, VRIERGLIX {4 G175 1 2
Have you ever told your parents that you got Covid-19?

[00:20:41.14] 71: & . IR, RIS URMATRA KRB AL, A 2ibbil
HL, HEEMAISEARE EXANRE, TR EZ ETPRXM, 52 IR E X R
RE. X WREEBZE, RWANERALER T, FIRCEF T, BAtHaH
1, WA A L EFIEX K. X

Never. When I was sick, I felt it could not help in any sense by telling them but only
making them worry. They may even question my decision of coming to the U.S. After |

recovered, there was even less need to tell them because you have already recovered.

[00:21:07.22] Yiwen: It LRI SN 224 # AN FITE AR 8 4850 2 15 B 10 2

So your parents still don't know that you once tested positive?

[00:21:11.24] 71: BAEAFIE, (HEARATAEA MRS Z S Uidem . FR4rEE 1
5, R AR T E e A R AR, AT E U BERE, A 15
R ATBENZARS THE, EFALSH R BREAZE LN —F, (%) ki
C&A LT R LI BEAR 22— B RAT 4 B 250, S RATTR R 2 )5
SR RAT A SR BT G AR OGO IR A s R . inFRR S R
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AT BAVE R, A AT — PR AR GE, USRS VRt 2 T, Ak 2 A

e

=
They don't know so far, but I may have almost let it slip sometimes. When I thought it
was just the flu, I once asked them what medicine to take, and they were nervous. They
thought it might be Covid-19 and asked me to get tested in a very cautious manner,
(laughs) and I told them I already made an appointment. Then they kept asking me when
the appointment would be and when the result would come out. Every time I called them,
they would ask about the test result. I lied to them and said it was negative, but I was not
sure whether they believed me.
[00:21:55.18] Yiwen: {1 LEARFF 20— kg 2
Did they ask you to go for another test?
[00:21:58.23] 71: fh L 2= S REL AW EM, EA 2N i k4 B2 AT,
AT R T . B AR, R RGN R, AE VA, AR
IR ATR A ZIRE 7, IRATBE, X fhid, HEAeFaEmEtE, RBHE
WE T, REIRGUITREE L . I DMRIG R T E .

They even felt like I might never go for the test, or the result was wrong, or I lied to
them. I felt like I went into a kind of situation where they didn't care what I said. As long
as [ had those symptoms, it should be Covid. And they even believed that even my test
result was really negative, I was still in extreme danger because the flu lowered my

immunity.
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[00:22:20.22] Yiwen: HSEFRERURUF, FIXAWIARE 107, HURIRIRIR AR -
IEUFA — RERIRIDEAR e, RAEBFEARE IR, HEA s, RACHK
Tit, TR B IR B RS, AR —F, il 17, BSERAER
beo FIGHAERIEE R AN REA BWE, RUEARAHEC, RIAEN—T, &
R—HOAARE—RKRET, WEIRR T, Mokl RUERIHHELG, K%
fig—AE W RS E RGO G NRRE M, h—EREE, ST

153 eh 4 R, —EHIHA R ARIGE . RGN HSmES, F—RX2

ABATE. FAGWAE T8, REPAR R, AR INE b 1. ARANTE S ?
WAtk JE R ER IS U, IMAE WA Sk ke (710 X ) R IREARE S
VRAAT TR AT T RO Fof -+

In fact, I got a fever many times this semester, a very low fever. And one day I was
having face timing with my mom, and I felt not so good, like a fever. I had a thermometer
at home. I told my mom I might have a fever and she asked me to check my temperature
and it turned out to be a fever. My mom was in a panic. I told her not to worry and that I
had a self-test kit at home, and I could do a test and show her I was just too tired and got
a fever. So I did the self-test with Facetime on and my mom waited 15 minutes to see the
result. I was thinking that if the result was positive, then my mom would have witnessed
the whole process of my testing positive, and there would be no way for me to hide it
from her. And I was so regret telling her I might have a fever at first. (71: I feel you!) It's

like you can never tell them that you have...
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[00:23:13.12] 71: KBEHPEEIR . XM F WA R 2RI K BN, HBIRE LI
Al UREREAE A R BEIEA 7IR
Any symptom like fever. And I think you have to be cautious about using the word 'fever'

not just with your family, but even with your friends around you.

[00:23:23.04] Yiwen: 7EHAE VR A ARG HT el XA 4G 2 fa,  FRIRFR I R I i e
T

And after I was told you got Covid-19, I accidentally let my mom know.

[00:23:30.27] 71: AR EIRA, VRE — ARG HE T 2

You told her that one of your friends got Covid-19?

[00:23:33.15] Yiwen: Xf. (%) H—IHMHLNASHHARER, (71 . D
1B 72 e PR AR TR AR R A UM o A5 RS 1o JRAl I A R A WU e A1, A AH
fBe (71:58) — @ EHEMAEE, HUEHMITHELFR) PDF B4R, 345 M 0T
, Rt MRS, (HaR T DUH B AR R, i 2 negative i
By SRR B AR R T IS, BT REIRA INERSE AT .

Yes. (Laugh.) At first, I thought it would be fine. (71: Em.) But my mom asked me to do
a test as soon as possible just in case. And after I tested negative, she didn't believe in me.
(71: Laugh.) She asked me to share the screenshot of the email or the pdf document of the
result with her. She could not read English, but she could use translation software. She
wasn't relieved until she saw the word 'negative'. Then then I felt if I really got Covid-19,

there may not really be a way to hide the truth from them.

[00:24:10.15] (Music)
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—EMR—FRT, MmfTESRERIRS?

One year online and one year offline, how does this girl see these two modes?

Zoey: Zoey graduated from a college in Shanghai as an undergraduate and the University
of Michigan, Ann Arbor as a graduate student. After a year of online, she finally came to
the United States and took the second half of classes of her master’s program onsite. In
her first year of the master’s program, she often needed to stay up very late at night to
take classes due to the time difference. For this reason, she even moved to live in the

countryside for some days. At the time of this interview, Zoey had graduated and

returned to Shanghai to work.

[00:00:00.00] (Music)

[00:00:04.26] VoiceOver: ¥Xid1>K £ The Two Years Stolen, /& Yiwen.

Welcome to The Two Years Stolen, I’'m Yiwen.

[00:00:15.15] VoiceOver: iX— BRI 32 U7 # 2 WA = [F % Zoey. Zoey AR T
R RS, TR N R TR EOR K IR S AR R IX BOR VT Y
&, Zoey & HbInl 3 ik TAE.

The interviewee of this episode is Zoey, a high school friend of mine. Zoey graduated
from a college in Shanghai as an undergraduate and the University of Michigan, Ann
Arbor as a graduate student. At the time of this interview, Zoey had graduated and

returned to Shanghai to work.

[00:00:27.27] (Music)
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[00:00:30.24] VoiceOver: Zoey MK = I UG & B F A HE, B IE R K IR
{5, A ESER T T IR R .

Zoey began preparing for studying abroad in her junior year, and by the time the
pandemic broke out, she had almost completed all of the application processes.
[00:00:39.06] Yiwen: ¥R KMEA 4 IS5 T 46 48 22 H [ BE 711 2

When did you begin to think about studying abroad?

[00:00:42.25] Zoey: FIMEARIK =MIBHEIGH X ANAEVE, I HIFIGHER —LiE
BT

My junior year. And I began to prepare for the language tests since then.

[00:00:50.05] Yiwen: {14 AHZE H [ B 4% 2

Why do you want to study abroad?

[00:00:51.14] Zoey: KNS B BB —F 1, —Jilen 1 =ik
Th E A EAL, R BRI BUA I — B S [ A e I, ik
1T H QLB L E AN e B — L. INEAZ WA EEZRFR . JAn
Hogge EMEEA —EHE, RERGRIE, KM= KEEZHIEHLRZ,
BB\, KR ERHEE, FE R — MR EE. B EE 2R
NS B A U, — R R R B — 4.

On the one hand, it's some kind of improvement of my educational background, I wanted
to get a master's degree. The other reason is that I had an exchange experience in the UK

in college, which made me feel that I quite wanted to study abroad for longer. These were

the two main reasons. At that time, I actually applied to schools in both the U.K. and the
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U.S., three or four in the U.K., and seven or eight in the U.S. The U.K. schools were
guaranteed choice. I wanted to go to the U.S. because the length of schooling in the U.S.

is longer, usually two years or one year and a half.

[00:01:33.21] Yiwen: HEVRIETCAT 2020 4F, 452 17 W MG A& R i, URFEBE? AR
FEM LAt 42

Do you still remember where you were and what you were doing when the pandemic
broke out in 20207

[00:01:39.01] Zoey: FiICAFEEENINIE K, ZAZREYLE (20194F) 11 HikZ 12
AR, 8o, IR, AR T, POSERATER, AR R =%
W], IR B, BERENIIRIER T o BRI s IR R A X L.

I think the pandemic began in November or December of 2019. 3 It was winter break for

me. My school runs on a trimester system, and it happened to be our winter break. I have

been back to my hometown in Jiangsu and I was there when the pandemic broke out.
[00:02:01.00] Yiwen: 4B /R 1) HIEBEN B — AT A B B2

To what stage did your application reach at that time?

[00:02:03.06] Zoey: UM HIHEEAZH L, o, NMiZEH a7 HiE T,
EAZRZT . X, JRHEALRN, BOvEGE, S, SEAE T, BEEE T,

PL— S8 EBRARROERAS, P DU FRRX — 20 S s 4 K.

3 The pandemic began in December 2019, but at that time most people didn't pay much attention to it because the
official medias in China called it a rumor.
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I have submitted almost all the applications. Even for the applications that I haven't
submitted yet, I already have language scores, like IELTS, and the only thing I needed to
do is to fill out the application form online. So, pandemic didn't affect the process of my

application.

[00:02:24.25] Yiwen: YRTE 20 SF B, Bt NIRINE & 5, ARA I —A0 5%
T RN A2 TT LLGS SHOX A F 015 O T ey 2

Did you have an expectation of when the pandemic would be over at that time?
[00:02:33.10] Zoey: WS LA TSI, H2BA . BRIk 4 ik
FAC R IATRI RN, R, B DU 72 T eEmiEs 1, Bl
F—-EHR, BRIV EHBAHL

I thought everything would be fine after Spring Festival. But as you can see, it didn't. |
was in my junior year. [ thought the pandemic would end before the beginning of my last

trimester in college. I never expect it would last till now after I graduated from graduate

school.
[00:02:52.28] Yiwen: /R PUM) T 22 B2 FE 2K IR AT 2 b2 A AL 2 (3] 2] 5k ?
You were taking online classes at home in your last trimester? Or have you had a chance

to go back to campus?
[00:02:58.09] Zoey: UK ZEA R T, A LMARE, R, H¥RE6 H
i RZMEgEL AL X, SR, BATEA AL, M TR

Fro UIEEERERL T 3 RIER AR PE, T EGRR AR .
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I had no classes in that trimester and I almost stayed at home the whole trimester. And I
went back to campus in June to attend the graduation ceremony. In fact, we didn't have a
graduation ceremony. We only went back and took some photos and only stayed there for
3 days, mainly for packaging my luggage.

[00:03:15.01] VoiceOver: Zoey 4%, H CHIZER YA T defer LT, {Hih
WRIHIESE T % E—EMR.

Zoey told me that though the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor did provide the choice

of deferral, she took online classes for the first year.

[00:03:21.23] Zoey: 4} 24 IAT defer HI, HLRAM —F N — ML, HZ
ATE KME 1/ 3 I NRIEFEIE —FENF. FATHAE 6 MhEZA, FRATRIEFEM
B P & T S A 1} 8

They provided the choice of deferral, which means we could register one year later.
About one-third of the students deferred, while 6 Chinese students, including me, were
taking online classes.

[00:03:40.02] Yiwen: /4B A4k 5 LR ?

Why did you make that choice?

[00:03:41.26] Zoey: KA 40T 5t /501 5 defer tH, G HAER BTSN, B4
gl ERGUR. T HLIRAS B R, BE B, e R U 2.
I felt it might be boring to stay at home for a whole year. And my program was a two-

year program. Even if I had online classes for one year, I could at least go offline for

another year.
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[00:03:56.16] Yiwen: {4 b X i 2 i 2 A a8 ) — Lo i Z2 11 ) 8, 75 240 1B N A ) b
TR ?

Did you meet any problem with the time difference, like having to attending classes at
midnight?

[00:04:04.29] Zoey: it ZHT. FMIFRZIRAEME b 9 miphITan, BRI RER
3. 4 pUXFE.

Yes. Many classes began from 9 p.m. and would last till 3 or 4 a.m. next day.
[00:04:12.04] Yiwen: 2 B4 KA EAE S 1 ?

What did you do to get adjusted?

[00:04:16.18] Zoey: fi % . I PRONRAER BE, HWEEmMREEHAERE, &
KE IR ERFT TR, kB A S — P ANE. — D ANRXFEAERHA
SR, MR, AhSEECE R .

I just forced myself to adapt. And if I stayed at home and stayed up late every day, [ may
influence my parents’ life. So I moved to live with my grandparents at first. Then, I

moved out to live alone to reduce the influence on others. And during the days I lived

alone, I ordered delivery everyday.
[00:04:37.24] Yiwen: /R5E1S PR ARG AR SE —4F 28 T _LIRIIRIGARLE, 2 B 1
S AN ER e 7E T 2

What do you think are the strengths and weaknesses of the online class experience

compared to your second-year offline class experience?
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[00:04:44.28] Zoey: MER? HsZ, WERMIILHABAE THREAE R 2 HMIES Lo 2
EITHMES), FOAETR A& EIUREE, WA MBS RINE T . BTk
Kevt, BT —FERRAE L . AR B I — S, A BRI
s B RIRE P ACH, BURE AL IR L. X2 3R] e DA e e — I B A
Her--mHRA R IETE, BRIEMIERE, TR —A B —AN 8%,
i R F R EITRA TR 5 A% B, fheh, JERMZATRATE T IRFER R, it
HARPE E RPN ESA, WILH RN, AT G M B4 EER, A
T A W bR (SR BRAT B 2R JE RN RAT=A AR R LK, 5
SREATHE R T LU A BRGNS E e, 26T LIRIIEE—4F, BN A
PEATARIX R — AN OB, BT T BRAVRZ 8By, afEREmEE, 4
I BRI R IE , #2 TIRZ W e RaTaEw A4 b IR R
PN o AFRIRAL R AT R R ER, WA R, WA AT R L D) vg
gy, AR
Online classes? Actually, the advantage of online classes was that I didn't have the
pressure of language, because after all, it was online, and I didn't have the pressure
adapting to a different language environment. So, for me, the first year of online classes
was purely about academics, assignments, exams, without having to integrate into the
environment or communicate with my classmates or get along with roommates. That's the
only advantage, but it's...And I was lucky to have a very nice professor in the year of

online classes. He thought it would be too tiring for us to attend classes at 5 a.m., and he

offered to give us classes at a different time. There were two Chinese students in that



The Two Years Stolen 85

class, me and another person. So the professor rescheduled the class for us two every
Friday morning which was equivalent to him using the evening hours to give us classes
separately. Because the three of us spent more time together each week, we became good
friends. When I first went to the U.S., during my first year of offline classes, I got to
know such a good teacher in advance, so he gave us a lot of help, including when I made
the decision to return to China, and when I was considering applying to other programs,
he helped a lot. So I think the online classes brought me two good things. But the
drawback is that there are no sense of school experience, no classmates, and no fun
school activities, which is quite a pity.

[00:06:25.02] Yiwen: XAt 2 IS VRATHAN N TSR], (Zoey: Xfo ) F
MRS, fihesde b—id, SRR L.

So the professor rescheduled the class for only two of you? (Zoey: Yes.) He first gave

classes to all other students, then two of you again separately?

[00:06:32.29] Zoey: FH4A AT E—Ma. *XF, FONHBTTER Bt~ E 224, BrCith
segh Hoth RME R AN E—ik, BT 4 A TS S b — k.

He gave us the lessons again. Because there were only two Chinese students in that class,

he had to give the lessons to the other ten students, and then separately for us on Friday.

[00:06:42.12] Yiwen: HEIXANHSLIAEEEET 1), AHG T RABIGI 7, LA~/ hef
(Zoey: *fo ) B 3 AN/ A I TAE.

That would be tiring. (Zoey: Yes.) Like adding two to three hours a week to his

workload.
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[00:06:49.12] Zoey: Xf, FEIXFf. AN FBAVNIIRE 2, JEHRKERK
RS HUEUT
Yes. And this means we can have some more small talks every week, which brought us

closer together.

[00:06:57.27] Yiwen: /RILAEFFEIAE—F, 4R 20 SEIBHE R E EMURITE, IR5E
T AR AR AE =4 IS A PR B LA 1 R e 1 2

So, do you think it is the best choice you could made in 2020?

[00:07:06.01] Zoey: UIFZIAERTA S LR, (E&T 43k, REH
PR BAT AANGFH . ROV IAE AT BE S 45 32 IR — SR A Ta) 480 L 0 L
L3, BEE B AMIEZ K. (E R A SR SRR R R AN T LS sk T SR
B, BONIREA, —IFEEA W ITE . BITHEIE dkaiidh. PrilRil =
I 3R Bk Defer —4F, WATRE—FEMAXE, BHFZHL A ERHEER
R TARRISL ST, FrAIREE A fe 2RI B A K, Prelidifie.

If it was now, I wouldn't have taken online classes, but for me at that time, I don’t think
there was anything wrong with online classes. Because now I may think I will use that
year to do a few internships or obtain two certificates or something like that. But at that
time, I actually did not have a very strong concept of making plans for future
employment, because I did not, at first, have any intention of employment. I planned to
stay in school and keep studying. So if I chose to defer for a year, I might stay at home

for a year but do nothing, or find an internship that is not suitable for future job hunting.

So, if I had another chance, I might make a same choice.
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[00:07:55.01] Yiwen: Z BT ULA/RZ BT I RIE GRS 15, 2 i — Mt b 2 i3k
PhD? (Zoey: PhD. ) {RILFEILAREE PhD 15 ?
You said you planned to stay in school and keep studying, does that mean pursuing

another master’s degree or Ph.D. degree? (Zoey: Ph.D.) Do you still want to pursue a

Ph.D. degree?

[00:08:07.23] Zoey: IAEILEALLF, PR, WeEFRA, WESEASIK
Ho By IR IR EAE S PhD I FRIE . EIRIRE 45 305 HEFE 13 BNz
BRABE T —F, AhAEs, R — T AR A A U ZER L PhD o R
HHEATEHN, RIETAEMFERZBARAT L. FEREHZEH, JUTHRKT
1.

Haven’t decided yet. Last year, | missed the autumn recruitment. I was preparing for the
application for Ph.D. during the autumn recruitment period. But I had a talk with my
professor when I asked for a recommendation letter from him. He suggested that I work
for two years before deciding whether I really want a PhD degree. I thought it also made
sense. So I participated in the spring recruitment and found a job.

[00:08:36.26] Yiwen: 145 3k H i 1 1 2

So, did you apply at last?

[00:08:38.29] Zoey: JaKi&A ik, (&) M EER—L, BT —7T,
b A G TE R, FRAAA . POARGEARIR AR, RS PhD, ke

%Il

VAT P N BAZERI R, Tt L s, BRREREEERIZE, Bl
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. HZE—EA DN RA] DL ARAR,  JRAT Byt o i I Pl FE AR AR . LS
PG RAEI, FILT N OB AL E AR

No. (Laugh.) I was persuaded by him and gave up all the applications. I think I'm a very
indecisive person that when everyone, including my parents insisted that I should study
for a PhD degree, I would apply for it. But once there is someone suggested me
rethinking, I would give up without any hesitate. And I realized afterward, I didn’t want it
that badly.

[00:09:07.05] VoiceOver: FAFRATEZA Z IS TS, AR I TR B ASE [ []
B, BBl Zoey AR 7> 5 1 HATTEL 5 LA [B] [ () — 222 [y, RASCIRATTAE S A
BN T B S RIS

Since Zoey and I departure to the U.S. and came back to China both at approximately the

same time, we shared some related experiences, and the attitudes of the people around us

to the Covid-19 when we were in the U.S.

[00:09:22.04] Zoey: FATE21EHI 7 A, Wu, 8 AMmErEE,

I went to the U.S. in July, no, August 2021.

[00:09:29.13] Yiwen: Z | /p25UEIIE,  ROYFED R 2 RASTE 2 2] 5 A4 A4 JF
(¥

Did the visa application go smoothly? Because I have the impression that the embassy
did not open until May.

[00:09:35.09] Zoey: s&o FUBZIEH] T LRI — DRI . 5 YHE LI

ZlE, 1R m, FIS B, WEPIOE, Frissieie T, BARExE.
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Yes. I was able to get a visa appointment in Shanghai, I think. I was lucky enough not to

have my appointment cancelled, so it was fine and not very difficult.

[00:09:51.22] Yiwen: 1E RAETEIT I/, ARG 5 R 25— S8 FAth 1) [ 2 Fp B AR UEIX
FETHIEAE ? FONIICAR R ALY T Ry, WRER) 5 e A, EATms
—RCIHONSE, AEFINI MG TR, EEMAHIN CEE . X

Before the embassy opened, did you consider going to a third country to get a visa as a
plan B? Because I remember, I planned to go to Singapore together with a friend to get a

visa there and fly directly to the U.S. It was our plan.

[00:10:11.05] Zoey: A % Eit. K A2Mn Hsemi A R BAER B —4, &
I RAN PR =%, RSN, H—F, ZFETH—Fr i, Brblik
AIMLEZ FONEAI AR A sl —F, JRHLSE 80% M [F]#Hl B 5 — A
ihn, BTARH IR A GG, R —IA T, B R 1

I didn’t consider about it. I was thinking that if I had to stay at home for another year, I
could apply for a second master’s program in our school. In this way, I could still study
offline in the U.S. for at least one year. Our school really encourages students to pursue a
second master’s degree and 80% of my classmates are pursuing their second master’s
degree. Considering this, I was not that worried. If I could not get a visa, I would go to
the U.S. the next year.

[00:10:38.04] Yiwen: Jit A H SEAR A 2 0 575 28 I AF I SRR 2 v DL 52 1 2

So you felt it was acceptable to take online classes at home for two years?
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[00:10:42.11] Zoey: M, MIATUHZ—N=%, HHE, HF—A 2%, HFHEWR
AL 3, ROAR A BN SR RE RSt 3 4, (HR2 BB RS2 RFLE T 3
.

Yes. I could apply for a second master’s program and go to the U.S. then. And I thought

the pandemic would not last for three years, but it did last for three years.

[00:10:54.20] Yiwen: /REIEE 2 f5, R¥ H OEFRIES L, /RA M
Rl (F g ?

Did you do any special preparation on the protection when you departure to the U.S.?
[00:11:03.12] Zoey: WA, FILSLPE EFEE MR EE, LA D TX4EFFHL
BREE T 2. R B A FE . P AIRE, Bk, A BRE
B, HAPTA AR RAR A HEE . B Z I BRI R B, B
T HAtmt e .

No. From the moment I decided to go, I didn’t care too much. Wearing masks was the
only thing I did. I didn’t prepare anything else like Protective Goggles, Protective

clothing, or any other things. I thought if I could wear masks whenever it was needed, the

was out of my control.

[00:11:24.26] Yiwen: 14 J& [ AR Al it 2

Do you have any friend who got Covid-19?

[00:11:28.06] Zoey: H, A UG 1. AL 2B2B, RE ARG

I
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Yes, my roommate once got. I lived in a 2B2B, and my roommate was test positive

someday.

[00:11:34.12] Yiwen: 2B2B H1f, HSZURATN 1% 3L 5 F T2

2B2B means you had to share the kitchen and the living room with her?

[00:11:37.21] Zoey: Xf, {H&htlh, FBAPIERG, s Epokgad, HEERA DA
KB, prilde, Py e s BRI, FAE M, (BRG] RE BT,
EEPHIAKRZ T .

Yes. But I was not infected. Or I was once infected, but I didn’t know. All the tests I did

in the U.S. turned out to be negative. But maybe I have gotten Covid some time, after all,

too many people have gotten.

[00:11:53.10] Yiwen: {2 A BGLRIIize,  VRATTA (i — L e R 1 T M Tt R DR AIE ARAT]
A HEfhs 2 3 e -

Did you take any special measures to ensure no exposure to her when your roommate got

Covid? Or you just...

[00:12:02.19] Zoey: BEGLFIN dRA TR ES IR, W2, WhERIT. Bl
F RS A AE s 18] L, FR MR IR A e 7E s 1)

We had meals at different times. When she went to the living room and the kitchen for

food, I would stay in my bedroom. And when I went out for meals, she would stay in her

room.

[00:12:13.21] Yiwen: A ASEXAS (Al A (E 2 AR B 55, ELAnys %, o Xebi e
AR LR Z AT
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Did you sanitize more in the kitchen and living room, especially after she used it and

before you got into it?

[00:12:20.05] Zoey: UG HEA. (&) K AR BELEMR, hE HIRERE
B, WAL, dhinfeendk, HSRa .

I don’t think so. (Laugh.) I didn’t care too much. And it seems that she cared more about

it. She is nice and she was afraid to infect me. But I was ok with it.
[00:12:32.06] Yiwen: F&4HE 2 — 3B1B. LM IR, FR—AF I AR
g7, FSERAIBA A ROZAR A W 15 AEFAE SR B ACHE R H H A4
M—R, LI KL, B HEA L8 BONIRGE&A — i,
FrAFR 20 7o RIS AU B COAAFRENZE T, RATRZET 7TAMERE. fr
CARAT A FT R AN B S A P2 A% S B e, RO BRAT gt /2 5 1 =R T 7
AR (ERRXANFEZ G, REVFFTROEL RS, e
k. MR —AEEN, WREM H O ATE 20 SFHIEE, RRRR I RIS
Hazx NrTRe#iEgead, T BARAT 2 G ) N 1% 2 Delta ,  ECA™ B — T
T EL 0, PR A 20 AR R R ETRE, i WU T B BE R AR LA™ B A B
B, BT DARB AR PO RAR, b TN AR B . BRI AR ER R (K I A S
K2 HESh, HRT—We? fR— 8 BRGIMAI, 17 B AFATRE 3BIB, Al
1FILH DA A IR e, a R R 56 A 8] 5 — 5 B F v T BRI e 4 5 b . (B2
JERAR PRI 1 w17 Bk 3 — g EI R, dil— Ik AT RE S A HE, B R
AR, P A b IR . Ffft. FRAEFK HBEAT T — self-quarantine, AT
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TWRIEZR=R. REREFEEZG, hHTEmEk—&En 7. ERGE, A7
Ui X LA E N AT REATE T8 AT 4, (HR G LB 21 ) care IXAF 1K 1 H:
St —MENEE N X

I was living in a 3B1B, and right before Christmas last year, one of my friends got Covid.
I hadn't seen her for a long time, but it was the day she tested positive, I initially planned
to have lunch with her, though it didn't work out. I was late because of some urgent
matter. She had almost finished the meal when I arrived, and we only said hello to each
other. So, the two of us might not be considered as close contact, because we both wore
masks and spoke only a few words. But after she tested positive, I told my roommates.
One of them got very nervous. She's an Indian, and some of her family members, like her
brother once got Covid in 2020. And it should be Delta, a more serious kind of virus. And
she also saw, because she was in India in 2020, she witnessed the whole situation in India
in a more serious period. So, she was very scared. She was like although I know you
didn't really have much contact with your friend, what if the virus is so strong? You must
go and get tested. And we were living in a 3B1B, which means we had to share
bathrooms. She asked me to make sure to sanitize the bathroom thoroughly every time
after using it. And I was asked to test twice because she believed only testing once might
be inaccurate or there might be an incubation period. I did, I also did a self-quarantine at
home for about two or three days. And then after seeing the two test results, she finally
got relieved and began to hang out with me again. People always say that only the
Chinese care about this virus, but the one I've met that cares the most is actually an

Indian.
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[00:14:14.17] Zoey: FKHSL B iE 2 ik () 5 care FEIHHI2TE I BINMRZ 49 4
AR, fhFELd, EE T e, ERAREAESERE. REIERMES M —i
WEIIHE B MR, AR EARAE A, RGP DR, HE R A A e
B, RO RO EE S - BEREBE R, FEILMEE T, KN (Yiwen: N95
2 ) X, EAZRRI. FifHib it HE R AR RX D HEHREE N

The person I know who is most concerned about this virus is my teacher. He was born in
1949 and he is quite old. So, he cares about the virus so much. Every time we had coffee,
or dinner outside, he would request to sit outdoors and wear a mask. I mean, as long as he
left the table, he would wear a mask. And of course, in class, he would always wear the

mask, KN? I cannot remember the name. (Yiwen: N95.) Yes, that kind of mask. He is the

American who cares about the virus the most I've ever met.

[00:14:49.18] Yiwen: /244 B i [A1 2 _L kg1 2

And when did you come back to Shanghai?

[00:14:51.10] Zoey: FaSF 6 HIK. L T H CHIHLE, Bl 4m 2 BEMNE
R B, KB Rl )E, Ui RSB 3+4. RAE RERSE 3k, ERIL
TAHIE KBRS 4 Ko RIXFEM.

Late this June. It was a non-stop flight, from Detroit to Shanghai. And the quarantine
policy was 3+4 at that time. [ had a 3-day quarantine in Shanghai, then a 4-day one in my
hometown in Jiangsu. That's my experience.

[00:15:12.28] Yiwen: #2189 )ik b 25140 72 J& 5K 2

In a hotel or at home?
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[00:15:14.16] Zoey: #ZMEFRES . [, 3 R EHFHIIEME, 4 RILIRAEIE, R
FHEZRRRE 3 K. 3 +4+3 X,
Both were in hotels. 3 days in a hotel in Shanghai, and 4 days in a hotel in Jiangsu. Then

I had to take a 3-day self-quarantine at home. It should be 3+4+3.

[00:15:24.14] Yiwen: FJ5 R IR [P A5 U & HRR) 7430 ULl 7
BRI .

When I came back, it was directly 7+3. But I flew to Hong Kong first.

[00:15:30.29] Zoey: FEHLIHME, FeBEER Lk, BN HARrE €, #%
A INE

I didn't go to Hong Kong, but directly to Shanghai. Only non-stop flights were allowed at
that time and I had no choice.

[00:15:37.18] Yiwen: IR FH K T H CIIHNLE, HZ2MNSEILE K, GHREK
B, POZREALRH), ERRIEALL, FTANAZ RIS IZILE WRE. 45 RAERITURHE
FWARAT T RIEAE A T A, B TIBED, BT YRR UCUR AT
IE

I bought a non-stop flight very early. And it was from Los Angeles to Tianjin. It should

be Beijing but would first stop in Tianjin. * However, when I was packing my luggage

twasa policy in China to protect Beijing as the capital. All the international flights to Beijing would first stop in
another city in China and all the passengers could get to Beijing after the quarantine in a hotel.
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and planned to fly to Los Angeles and live there for a month, ° I was noticed that my

flight was cancelled. ©

[00:16:00.10] Zoey: M%? &M, AT o MR REFE—AMUEG R A M # it
LK, 283 1287, KM T, i HHLERE B

Oh? That's annoying. And I remember there were only two flights from Detroit to

Shanghai every week, the flight number was 283 and 287. And it was far from enough.

And the tickets were so expensive.

[00:16:13.06] Yiwen: F 4B E— N F/aWr 1 4 ¥E. Prila kA, Fatit, BA
e L i O RE 10 1R 2 ANHGEM “OREATLLUR)” , BT a8 mh stk
EARIEN L. JaRA 9 HHIRIH5EIR ] .

Yes. And I remember I met a huge cancellation of 4 flight. So I finally decided to transfer
in Hong Kong. at that time, people were allowed not to take a non-stop flight and many

people transferred in Hong Kong. They call this routine "Pork Liver Red Plan"’ , and you

could find a lot of tips. And I finally got home in September.
[00:16:31.11] Zoey: HSiLhf, LHMF], REIHRT .
That's great. At least you come back successfully.

[00:16:35.27] (Music)

> There was a time in China when the policy required that you could not leave the place of departure for a week or so
before the exact departure day. This meant that I had to be in Los Angeles sometime earlier.

© There was a policy that if the amount of positive cases in one international flight reached a certain number, the
Chinese government would cancel the next 2 or 4 flights with the same flight number as a penalty to the airline.

7 People who take this routine would get a red QR Code on their way home, and the color was close to pork liver.
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HAHEMEIRIR 2 BA% R, MIATERSHIRX—RE?

Giving up the chance to study abroad but working as a civil servant, how does she
see this choice?

Lily: Lily graduated from Nanjing University in 2020. She initially planned to go to
Hong Kong or Singapore for a master’s degree and did receive some offers. However, the
uncertainty of the pandemic made her reject all the offers and went back to her
hometown. She is now working as a civil servant in the local government. She has given

up the idea of studying abroad but is thinking about attending a part-time master's

program in China.

[00:00:00.00] (Music)

[00:00:04.26] VoiceOver: ¥id1>K £ The Two Years Stolen, /& Yiwen.

Welcome to The Two Years Stolen, I’'m Yiwen.

[00:00:15.15] VoiceOver: iX—#IH) 52 U7 2 F A = [ % Lily. MR K
Ja, PUONBERE IR NI SRy, W3 1 RTINS 2 bl &, o e g ol 2]
KoM — N5

The interviewee of this episode is my high school classmate, Lily. After graduating from
Nanjing University in 2020, she gave up the chance to study in Singapore due to the
pandemic and her parents' suggestions and went back to her hometown, working as a

civil servant in the local government.

[00:00:29.16] (Music)
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[00:00:32.13] VoiceOver: K157, Lily 5305 7 i W THRI B 24 2 B 00055 81 2
npIEEE A E S uR =,
In the interview, Lily shared the whole process from her planning to study abroad to

finally rejecting the offer and going back to her hometown.

[00:00:40.12] Lily: FAARRN ZiE AR =" EHIII IR 0. FR A 27
AT H Mol EER T A, W T, BT I . KR R
I8 25 MR UBC, 2 38 BHG EL R AT 1 — MR g e, X — B
FAN T BERUT IR AR RR e . KRS 7 — 1, KBRS RS2 A
2RET I A BRI BIR="F A, NI RIRAESE S . OSBRI
Gl PR AR AR AR, BATABCRTIIN FE LR & B UK
AL IXFER — DB BT LB Hg R AL AL S EAT — s3] . S22 5¢
TZEHOH e B, BOREii it Rk TAFERHEU. REB%ET—TF, A
FEARAEE W, PO o 33 B2 IS A RUE N 228, RO
B, AR, A R R, S AR B IEAZHK
N EMA, REBRAR MBI/l AREA LU B IETH 5 5T,
AHOINI 2 Frf ep g 1o RMEE R B I, iz &3 7 b o
BRHBCRAN offer, S I A AT KA MtAT, SIEER TR, (50
(BRI AL, B, RAKRE. MADRHEIREE & AR, A B
8] SO AT SR INL, B RF AL ERE. HARZE
B 7L offer FIF 2R, AHEEAESE, MBI E.
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I began to prepare in the second semester of my junior year. When I was a sophomore, I
saw browsed through my school's exchange program website and joined an exchange
program. During the summer of my sophomore year, [ went to UBC, aka the University
of British Columbia in Canada, for a short-term exchange program. This was more like
an eye-opening experience. I got to know about the way of teaching in universities
abroad. In the second semester of my junior year, | was doing an internship at that time.
Because of my major, [ am from the School of Journalism and Communication of
Nanjing University, which is a school established jointly by Jiangsu Radio and Television
and Nanjing University. So, I was doing an internship at Jiangsu TV Station at that time.
After the internship, I started to think about whether I should study abroad or find a job or
go to some graduate school in China. I didn't really want to go to take the graduate school
entrance exam in China, so I thought I should go abroad. I mainly applied to schools in
Hong Kong and Singapore. The master's programs in these two regions are shorter,
lasting basically only one year. Meanwhile, they are closer to home. There will not be too
much time difference and it will be more convenient to contact my family. At that time, I
applied to the top 5 universities in Hong Kong and the top 2 in Singapore. In the first half
of my senior year, [ got offers from the Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) and
the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, and then from the City University
of Hong Kong. The University of Hong Kong was the only one that rejected me. (laughs)
But at that time it was, I cannot remember clearly but you know, Hong Kong was in riots

for a while. The students from CUHK were fighting for the independence of Hong Kong,
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and people from mainland China were too afraid to go there. Many other students who

got offers from Hong Kong universities were also hesitating whether to go.
[00:03:22.11] Lily: JaoRmt, AR —ARMERAT A%, S RKUNITFY:, K2
10 AR, BOAIRATE —#EZE L T, 3 A SR B IR S HEEE R,
FolfE R KM A —RET —AMEFEEBZE, ERRH—MEaEde, K
FORBEAFEE AR, AHEXAR T FR T T —F, HSR &R [bi~]
KBAVFERAAN @, BENIEAR W R [bi~~ ARt 1 A A, FE IR 2R
BB N R A AR . SRE - NMEROS RE T — FEFE,
WAL 7 —Eefai Pyt 2, SR T LRI [bi~~] k. [bi~~]HE R, e
TR, X—RmAREFRECEE 7. B RMmES 10 MAELHSI—
MR E IR, ZINEHRBERELF R, WAS AREERX—ER, 12 %—K
L. ABRRULIXANRKABEME), RAEHSIMAR . e nhn, HERET
. BRI BN 725, i, RIEW2E —Io L, % —T
W, BIFIRHER AL AHE R, JFRER T A% KB 11 HIEHEFF MRS A % 5
Eik. #id TZEA R, FERAZAERAEMREM, AEBLEHE. BARHE
HZ gise %A TR B FRE RNy, E—NReEESE, BXRAKR
i, BoARIHEMAKRAFR, HEAARITLENASEAHER. K H
W EH ARG ZHTF, UNRIEREBES T, BAKRFHENIBL N, A
B RN, REHEEEALIR A EHE T, WERXFOSERSE T A% RHE
e EFERILHBENERLG, EERKT . ILIHAHRLE 194 12 Ay, K%



The Two Years Stolen 101

FILENHRZ )G, BRHEK T U EAEAE MR ELE 19 5 12 RN E
B RHER 1o 498, BJER—EHEIRR 20 19 7 Hir. 2R 7iXAaK
IR, (58

And then, let me see when that was. At the beginning of my senior year, probably at the
end of October, to help students find a job, the student instructor shared a lot of job
descriptions in the WeChat group of our school. One day he posted information about a
campus recruitment talk hosted by a government department. It didn't provide so much
information and was very mysterious. Nobody knew what this was for. I asked for more
details and was told it was all levels of [bi ~ ~] coming to our school to recruit fresh
graduates because this government department is involved in [bi ~ ~], they were not able
to recruit widely from the society. At that time, curiosity drove me to attend that
recruitment talk and I did send some resumes out. And I passed the first round of
selection of [bi ~ ~] in Zhejiang Province. The selection process of [bi~~] was like you
had to have the first round of interviews at school and about 10 students would be
selected. Then we would need to take the Civil Servant exam. More accurately, they were
using the same papers as the Civil Servant exam of the particular province but recruiting
separately, which meant we didn't need to compete with more examiners. After
discussing it with my family, I thought it was an employment opportunity anyway, and I
should have a try. So, in November, I started preparing for the Civil Servant Exam. When
preparing for the exam, it was my first time knowing that there are different kinds of
Civil Servant Exams, including one national exam and provincial exams hosted by

different provinces. The exams take place at different times. The order of the exams that
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year was like the national exam came first, then the Jiangsu provincial exam, and
Zhejiang provincial exam. There were gaps between the two exams. And I thought since
the contents of the exams were the same and I had prepared for the Zhejiang exam, why
not take the national and Jiangsu exams? With this idea in mind, I registered for the two
exams. After taking the written exam in Jiangsu Province, the pandemic broke out. The
Jiangsu provincial exam was on December 19, and the pandemic broke out shortly after.
And the exam for Zhejiang province, which was originally scheduled at the end of
December was postponed. In fact, it was postponed till July 2020. Such a long postpone!
(laughs)

[00:06:06.26] Yiwen: 3N 5 HSLAR T2 A1) TAE?

At that time, you have already found another job?

[00:06:10.14] Lily: %, 1R&FBE. —BHFEl. KNG RER, BrblLiid M
R AHE T . AR EETE 2 A0r. ElRgERE R, mleErT
2 A, AEIRASIHE AR FIIE RS e ™ B, AR ERAEDA TH), BEjaHE T,
PALHLIF B B A EAE TV NH B9, ICHIRIEE, BOvE e —
K, 6 H6%5, WIEFRZEAREANIR L &R 6 H 6 SRARHECE AR 1
ZJa, 6 37 5iEHEmE T . BOYIRA 2 808 2 ki, AMEERE R EA
7, EMEWASBRSET TR, FERSAIIT 0, REEWINE—T, /Rl
FUEVRRI D E T o KRBT FTUABSEmi, EmRFENARSEFE R T —F
5, HYUREEFITES IR . 25 58 2 RMURENOZERE TILIRE %, KIONTLIR M 1%
ERSWE AR, FBREEEE 1.
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Yes, it was a chaotic time. And because of the pandemic, the interviews for the Jiangsu
and national exams were also postponed. The interview was originally scheduled in
February. I received the results of the written exams on time. But for the interview in
February, you know how serious the pandemic was in February and it was definitely
impossible to hold interviews at that time. So, they postponed the interviews, and the
Jiangsu one took place on June 7. I remember the date very clearly because the day
before the interview, June 6, happened to be the day of the online defense of my
undergraduate thesis. One day after my undergraduate thesis defense, I attended the
Jiangsu interview. We were informed of the interview results instantly. Unlike the written
exam, you need to wait for the papers to be graded, you can know the score right after the
interview. So after the interview, after talking to my competitors, I was able to know the
result that I passed the Jiangsu Provincial Exam and got the job I applied. And Jiangsu

should be the first province to hold this interview.

[00:07:17.08] Lily: Z#E£REHERMK, EERZE6 H Z1+J)L5. BIREEK—
THIG ARG, (HRERINFE T o BB IHRIA T TG [ /148 3RA1T1 20 2%
(1), 20 B EME A Y R Z I ML 3L AL, TE SR E K 71, AR T
Bl gl o 325 DI R M 4 R Bl AU IS R i 1 H 3. FROBUHT Fe il R 25
TRAA 2T o RN, BERE— . AT REERNEGHE. A
R H R AT 45K (%) W R 2%,

Then, it was the interview for the national exam, which was held in late June. I initially

planned to attend this interview, but finally gave up. At that time, our school called back
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the students from the class of 2020 to participate in the graduation ceremony under the
pressure of pandemic prevention and control. The day of the interview for the national
exam happened to clash with the date of the graduation ceremony. I called the recruiting
department and said I wouldn't go. It was quite strict that they let me film a video,
holding my ID card and saying I voluntarily give up the interview (laughs) email, and

email the video to them.

[00:07:56.19] Lily: tH/&7F 6 H. fRAIE 6 H+ L5 IR, RILHEHCL@ET
TZJa, FRUCE T FEBHEE TR offer. 18, XA MUK 1T 6 AMHHE—iE
1o FANMRAULERREAZ L E. 6 MR ERMRERE, e HTJL54%
K offer, SRJEEIRLZHIP UL AL . BB ZI B TOBrnsot & 2255 &
1, SRJEM 9 At ZoTa: 1. S EIRE, ARths, BRI EFIET 4 kE
AREINTRE, BGCAER I AN, AR T B FEY, ZIMEHERA
iTe FA EFRZFHGE A EI, EWARPOZAS T, KAHA BB Ebi~~]
TAEXFE . HIRIAEIE G AE[bi~~], ST TAE, MEAHEHILRE
e Ml 7 Ak R g, Roa DA RT. (5

And it was also in June. I received an offer from Nanyang University of Technology after
I had passed the Jiangsu Provincial Exam on the 10th of June. Everything really
happened at almost the same time. I was very torn about whether to go or not. And it was
strange that they sent me an offer in mid-June but asked me to apply for a visa as soon as

possible. I remember at that time, a quarantine was still needed when you entered

Singapore. The school would begin in September and that was such a hurry. [ was not so
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sure whether I could get the visa and enroll in time. So I consulted some of my
classmates, teachers, and family members. Basically, my classmates all suggested I go to
Singapore, and my family wanted me to stay [bi~~] and work. Finally, I chose to stay in
[bi~~] and began working. And of course, I did not take the Zhejiang exam. When they

sent me the notification in July, everything had settled down. (laughs)

[00:09:02.11] Yiwen: /41 H C2F — Ml ES 2 BIRREM TIRZ AN, HER
&R R RS, ERFXAFBIREER 2 T,

Did you have a preference yourself? You see, you consulted so many people and your

classmates thought going abroad would be better while your family preferred you to go

back to your hometown and work.

[00:09:12.02] Lily: #4052 A TR 50, ZANFHEAW? —J7m4
I EOAEE, BUAERIBEBCRMAZ U 1, A RIS, A R X IE 2
| N AR DA LU By, EAMIASE LA fa . B dd i B b, $E 3T
filt, FIRE L RERITEEIE R B ER . X, BRI A L, XAEET
YR Pk A T, RFIE LB,  (smile bitterly)

I definitely preferred to go to school. But how to say. On one hand, the atmosphere at that
time, I would not comment on the pandemic prevention and control policy now, but at
that time, the mainstream view was the policy in China was better and all the places
outside of China would be dangerous. Meanwhile, as I knew, in many countries,

including Singapore, the anti-Chinese sentiment was relatively strong. But in any case,

it's always better to go to school if you can, I think.
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[00:09:52.27] Yiwen: AB/REIAE ZXAR A TAED 2

So, do you like your job now?

[00:09:54.09] Lily: M- TAE? TAFXAHEN, TAF, IREA IMEU SR R
A, EHIRAETE S PRSI ANy, b URER, IR, R
HI—ARR, W EBE AW . S,

Emm...my job? You cannot say you like or do not like your job. It's just an essential part

of your life. They pay for you, and you work for them. I think this is my relationship with

my job. I really have no exception on it, to be honest.
[00:10:19.16] Yiwen: VRIALE FE [EIB AR 2020 4F (5 4 B B FPRA, IResike 2

EPIE R TR IAE?

So if you look back on your life in 2020, would you choose to go to Singapore or stay at

home working?

[00:10:28.06] Lily: XA n I sE, HSeifseA st IR 2 k. (B2 NIRRT RE /Nl

MR KR 2 AR R, AT, WORFERE RSB R T, R AT AR
IR TAE, OAAS RARMSER—, MRREAM 2k, (HEFITETR
SE MR TAERAYL, W, i HIEH A, B A% A TR, B Lk
BRI, HE AR . WURIRE A R R, 4R, Y
I (¥R B0 A B e R [R5 A 55 01, PIREA SEAY B AE R, AREIREA R
JUIRFERI AN LR, RUONTRKER A R A AR XA 0. ERE T4, Wi dRi

ML EDREE RS R, BAREERARE S LT,
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This question, in fact, I did think about it many times. But because I might be the type of
person growing up obedient to my parents, if I could have a second chance, I may still
make the same choice. Because civil servant is the kind of job that you have nothing to
look forward to, but very stable. Well, now, especially after the pandemic, it's becoming
more and more popular among young people, and more and more people are taking the
civil servant exams every year. If I really went to study for a master's degree and came
back one year later, of course, I never thought about pursuing a master's degree and
coming back to work as a civil servant, my initial plan was to stay in a big city and work
in a big company, which is the routine of most of my classmates. But if I really take that
exam after getting my master's degree, I'm not sure if I can get the same job.
[00:11:40.25] VoiceOver: K5, Lily i 53R T T TAE— Bt 1] J5 7 B IR £ [
F i e

In the interview, Lily also discussed the topic of returning to campus after working for

some time.

[00:11:46.24] Yiwen: /8225 FEF LU B E B G,  PLWos iy sl B & s it A2
A, BB R LA ?

Will you consider re-applying to some master's programs in Singapore or Hong Kong,

and quit your job to go back to school?
[00:11:55.19] Lily: M ZASHEEIXANEDL. FATIEZE, KEHEHERLT

FEMpT. WIMER TR EERELTH . R 7L, —E, o
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e, RPITR W, — DR ITAFLORE —BEARTF, AR N
M LEHEE LT, WRPARRE, FrAIFRARZ AR ESHEREZLS T .
I may not. Because after I got this job, my parents bought a new car and a new apartment
for me. Now, I need to use part of my salary to pay off the loan. If I quit the job to go
back to school, on one hand, I would face a loan interruption. And on the other hand, I'm
paying off the loan of my car on my own, and my salary is not much left after paying off
the loan. So, I also don't have enough savings to pay for the tuition.
[00:12:29.20] Yiwen: AR i 27 F& Bl i 5 B 2 52— ANE BR A X A FO AR 70 AR g 2
B R K,
So, would you consider applying for a part-time graduate program in China?
[00:12:37.23] Lily: X, FRESLIEEHES. KOARLEZE T T — FE N F7E IR
FE, ERGEAREEN 3 FEZ A LIEN . Fre R TARRI AT ERca s, B
FERMNAZ SV A EE — 4. (ERR RIS BT, BRI, Ml AR H
=T KBUERFEN . PP R SHL AR S S AL, WSS T .
(Laugh)
Yes. Actually, I'm preparing for it. As I know, if you want to enter a part-time graduate
program in China, you have to graduate from college for at least 3 years. So I didn't apply
for it in the first two years of working. Now, it's still the second year after my graduating.
But if I can get an offer, I will have already graduated for three years. And this is the
situation I'm facing. So, I'm preparing for the graduate school entrance exam in China

recently. (Laugh.)
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[00:13:13.29] Yiwen: AR 501G TAE— B[R], BT — BRI et A
R TGERIRER), AR Z J5 BERER T T, RN NS AR — R ?
So, how do you think about the difference between pursuing a master's degree several

years after graduating from college and attending a master's program right after

graduation?

>

[00:13:29.29] Lily: 1RA—FF, Futd. BN ERARIEE 2 G+, &
e AR ) LA AR, ARAT LS AR Z AR R T R B, teani, 3R
A B IR A A2 BOGER Y, AT AR B BT 2RI ST, B A FE I A,
BIRAT L LR R IR LG BT — ME 207 ). SRR N AT BESAT BE 2 07 R L %
BITAEZ JEHERm L, REEEA ERAN | —A SRR, BAEEZNE
BT o B LR R BAR D, A E R, TR PRI

I think it would be quite different. For me, attending a master's program right after
graduation can be a relatively pure process of studying. And you can have much more
choices, like you may keep doing some academic research if you find something
interesting during this period. Or even if you don't want to do research, you can start your
career related to it. It means you can have more possibilities in your life. But pursuing a
master's degree usually only means a promotion in your educational background, and
what most of your classmates want is only the diploma. Furthermore, the programs you
can apply for are limited, mostly Public Administration (MPA) or Business
Administration (MBA).

[00:14:16.15] (Music)



Reflective essay

Dealing with different interviewees

For this project, I have conducted 8 interviews in total. And recently, I’'m working
on another oral history project on the life story of Chinese students who entered top
universities from rural areas after the resumption of college entrance examinations. For
that project, I conducted 16 interviews with 6 narrators.

When conducting these interviews, I found the personality of the narrators can
greatly influence the effectiveness of the interview. As interviewers, we need to adopt
different interview strategies and respond differently according to the characteristics of
each interviewee.

For narrators like Keke and Zoey, ask them an open-ended question, and they would give
you a speech, organized and informative. As an interviewer, somehow your work would
be very easy. The only thing I needed to do was to give out questions following my
interview guide and occasionally raise some follow-up questions. Even the editing
process was so smooth that I could easily get relatively complete clips, without the need
to cut out too many short pieces to make the podcast sound clean.

For narrators like Evan, they prefer to give very short answers to even very open-
ended questions. As the interviewer, I would keep asking follow-up questions or
reminding them of giving me more details. These follow-up questions are acceptable for
archived oral history, but for a podcast, the audience may feel it not so coherent. Some

more efforts are needed for editing.
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Then, narrators like 71 can be another type. They need more time for thinking and
long silences often occur during the interview with them because before giving any
narrative they will self-evaluate on whether the story is worthy to be the main content of
a podcast. They would even filter out some experiences for they were not interesting
enough or not unique enough and tell you they have nothing special to share about this
question. When interviewing 71, I took the strategy of sharing some of my own
experiences to inspire her. This worked for her because we have similar backgrounds, so
I could find stories to share with her. However, if the interviewee is a complete stranger
and I have no life experience related to the topic, what should I do to open my
interviewee? This is a question I am still thinking about and needs more practice to find
an answer.

There is another kind of interviewee that does not exist in any of the interviews |
did for this project, but I met them when conducting interviews for the other project I
mentioned above. She is a college teacher and scholar who did quite a lot of research on
students from rural China. She knows the field much better than I do. Of course, she has
her own analytical framework and narrative system. After I asked the first question, she
began her "speech" on her life story. I tried to interrupt her to regain control of the
interview, only to find that her narrative contained everything I wanted to get and was
even more detailed. For a moment, I felt like I was just an assistant operating the recorder
for her. As an oral historian, I need to "open up narrative spaces" for my narrators and
give them the opportunity to "volunteer stories of their own" (Portelli, "Living Voices:

The Oral History Interview as Dialogue and Experience" 243), but where are the
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boundaries? Would such an interview be considered an oral history if the interviewer
plays almost exclusively a recording role through the entire interview?

Some of my audience also found this problem. One of them, who is also my
friend, JJ thought some of the interviews were lack of interactivity and control of the
pacing. This didn't mean the content of the podcast was uninteresting, but it left him
feeling like it was the interviewee taking the wheel and that I didn't succeed in playing
the role of a host as well as I should have. He pointed out that the most out-of-control
episode was the interview with Keke. However, before getting the comments from him,
among all the interviews I did for this project, my favorite part was Keke’s narrative
about her life during the lockdown in Wuhan. It is actually not so relevant to the subject
of my project, but for the final version to be released in the podcast, I still kept part of it
due to my preference.

In fact, when I was designing my interview guidance, I didn’t list any questions
about the situation in Wuhan in early 2020, nor the life of my narrator during the
lockdown. However, when conducting the interview with Keke, considering her identity
as a Wuhaner, as a greeting and an introduction leading to the main part of the interview,
I asked the question, "Do you still remember what the overall situation was like in
Wuhan at that time?" Keke is a very talkative narrator, and she delivered a very detailed
description of how the pandemic developed in Wuhan and how her mood changed at the
time. Her narrative was so vivid and engaging that I totally forgot my interview guidance

and began to ask follow-up questions on this topic, which should not be the keystone of
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my interview. Afterward, when I listened back to this interview, I immediately realized
the problem--a large part of our interview had deviated from the original plan.

However, I just loved this unplanned part of the interview so much. When editing
the podcast, I gave myself 101 excuses to keep this part, like it’s interesting and
meaningful, and no one would refuse to listen to a narrative from someone who
experienced the lockdown in Wuhan entirely. As you can see, although I have
unwillingly deleted the part about food, I kept most of Keke's stories about Wuhan during
the lockdown in the podcast. In addition, I’m still thinking about adding that part as a
special episode.

Interestingly, it is not the first time I lost control in an interview. When
conducting an interview for the Missing Them project®, our conversation also had a
sudden shift to his parents' early experiences as immigrants after the interviewee’s
mentioning of his father’s identity as a paper son, yet the interview was intended to be
focused on his brother's life history.

I tried to find some solutions to this problem and I found a blog on transom.org on losing
control in an interview. The author Erica Heilman suggested:

You might not get to anything really great if you’re scared to guide the

conversation. Yes, you want your interviewee to feel comfortable. But if he

doesn’t stop talking about his blue heeler you’re going to run out of time and you

don’t want the blue heeler tape. Interrupt with enthusiasm and love. ‘I really want

8 It is an online obituary project designed to memorize New Y orkers who lost their lives because of Covid-19. By
interviewing their loved ones and friends, we get to know their life stories and then write obituaries for them.
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to hear more about . . .” ‘Can we talk about . . .?” ‘I’'m going to take a hard right

here and ask you about . . .” You can guide the conversation. People are less

fragile than you think. (Heilman)

Although it seems to make some sense, I don’t think it can be achieved in
practice. The situations I met do have some similarities in that I felt the topic my
narrators were talking about was attractive and I was eager to know more about it. Under
the circumstances, how could I think of interrupting my interviewees?

I'm not sure whether conducting more interviews would be effective in solving this
problem. But perhaps, at this stage, the only thing I can do is to comfort myself with
another quote from this author:

It is difficult to have a good interview if you are following a list of questions. You

can have the list. Just don’t take it out of your bag. Toward the end, if you want to

have a look at the list, have a look at the list. (Heilman)



Relationship with my narrators

When designing this project, I intentionally chose to do oral history with my high

school or college friends for the following reasons:

1.

The narrators and I have known each other for so many years, so we can save time to
get familiar with each other, enter the conversation more easily, and create a more
relaxed atmosphere. The narrators may be more willing to tell their true thoughts.
The narrators and I have similar backgrounds and experiences, so it may be easier to
resonate with each other in the conversation. At the same time, we may see things
from different perspectives, and such conversations may also give us some
inspiration.

Through some pre-surveys, I found that these friends of mine, despite having faced
very similar situations, made very different choices. In my friend circle, diversity
was formed that I believe can make my project representative of a certain group of
people. Before sending out the invitation letters, I did make a list of potential
interviewees. My primary consideration in selecting interviewees is whether there are
points to be explored in them. (Sounds like a journalist, right?)

And during the preparation process, my ideal atmosphere for my podcast should be

very similar to the episode "Goodbye Xiaolu F IL./NE" from Stochastic Volatility (Fu et

al.), which is one of my favorite Chinese podcasts. It is relaxing, warming, and engaging.

I attribute their success in creating this atmosphere to the fact that the hosts and the guest

are familiar with each other. But one thing I overlooked is that, aside from the fact that all

three hosts are veteran media people, the guest Xiaolu is also a very well-known stand-up
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comedian. They're all very familiar with and good at public speaking, and that's probably
where the relaxing atmosphere of this podcast comes from. My interviewees and I, on the
contrary, clearly do not have such qualifications.

Of course, our weakness at public speaking may not be the only reason for the less-
than-expected atmosphere. I found that even if all the interviewees are close friends with
me, the way how the interview was conducted could also influence the performance of
the interview. I did my interviews with a combination of remote and in-person formats.
This mostly depended on the distance between the interviewee and me. Under this
circumstance, I did feel the superiority of the face-to-face interview.

Although the HD cameras and increasingly advanced online conferencing software
allow us to also see the interviewees' facial expressions and record the interviews clearly,
when sitting in the same room, "the interviewer is exposed not only to the narrative but
also to the private space of the interviewee and can read his or her body language" (Livne
and Bejarano 187). Only in contrast to remote interviewing did I feel the importance of
body language in oral history. Face-to-face communication is indeed more helpful in
understanding my narrators and creating the engaging atmosphere I wanted.

Furthermore, the similarity of my experiences and backgrounds with my
interviewees did make it easier for me to resonate with them that I could also share my
own stories as a supplement, but it also led to some homogenization of content in each
podcast episode. Although I specifically selected interviewees who made different
choices in 2020 at the beginning, this diversity did not seem sufficient. As my outside

advisor, Dian Zi once pointed out, my interviewees all graduated from top universities in
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China and their stories and experience may not be relevant enough to the general public. |
totally understand Dian's point, but I don't think it will be a problem. I think this
homogenization otherwise makes us more of a whole. In other words, it makes the
content of this podcast more focused and representative.

So, at least for me, starting this podcast by sharing the experiences and thoughts of a
small group of people was the right choice overall. But if I continue to work on this
project in the future, I may consider expanding the source of interviewees to some

strangers with more diverse backgrounds.



Self-censorship in China

I don't want to talk too much about the official censorship in China here, though
after I submit each episode on the podcast platform, I need to wait for it to be previewed
by their staff in case any content touches the political red line. This is not consistent with
Siobhan McHugh's claim that podcasts can bypass China's censorship by avoiding Al
facial recognition and 'offensive' image detection. (McHugh, 223-224) And naturally, as
people grow up in China, my friends are all aware of how to avoid this kind of trouble.
They have shown a high level of self-censorship in their interviews, for example by
actively avoiding commenting on any China's current policy.

Their self-censorship is also reflected in their deep understanding of the Chinese
Internet environment. It is interesting that in China, those who have relatively better
educational backgrounds would be seen as elite, and the general public would be curious
about their life. However, this curiosity is not always in a good way. I sometimes call
myself a Chinese Internet watcher. And from my observations, this group will be judged
more often for what they say on the Internet. When what they say meets most netizens'
imagination and expectations, or is consistent with their perceptions, they would receive
praises like, "No wonder you're a graduate of a top university!" However, once their
words are less satisfying, their educational background, especially the experience of
studying abroad, can instead become the original sin.

Under the self-censorship for these two situations, when conducting the
interviews, I can feel the cautiousness of my interviewees that they would immediately

remind me to "cut this out" when they unconsciously said something they thought might
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be sensitive. For example, both Zoey and Lily had asked me to remove some of their
comments about China's quarantine policy. After finishing the editing, I would also send
the audio to my narrators as requested and discuss with them if there is still anything that
needs to be cut because it might be controversial. Self-censorship seems to be a basic

skill for everyone who grew up in China.



Oral history and podcast

After deciding to produce an oral history podcast as my final project, I tried to
find a suitable example to use as a reference. And I did find one, America Works, which
was first launched in 2020 by the American Folklife Center (AFC). The whole series is
available on Apple Podcasts, Stitcher, and on the website of the Library of Congress at

https://www.loc.gov/podcasts/america-works/. (America Works) Since the first episode

was released in 2020, the series has come to the third season and updated to the 25™
episode. Each episode of this podcast series averages 10 minutes in length and “is based
on an interview from the AFC’s ongoing Occupational Folklife Project.” (Tucker)

It is worth noticing that the host of this podcast series is Nancy Groce, the senior
folklife specialist at AFC. And her other role is the project director of the oral history
project Occupational Folklife Project. This oral history project was launched 10 years
earlier than the podcast series and is still ongoing. To date, this collection has included
more than 1300 oral history interviews with workers from all walks of life across the
United State. Each interview lasts for 50-60 minutes and “features workers discussing
their current jobs and formative work experiences, reflecting on their training, on-the-job
challenges and rewards, aspirations, and occupational communities.” All the interviews
were archived in LOC and were divided into different collections based on their topics.
Among them, 26 collections with 622 interviews are currently online, and the audiences

can access those interviews at https://www.loc.gov/collections/occupational-folklife-

project/. (“Occupational Folklife Project”)
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From this, it is easy to see that the strategy Nancy has adopted is to select some from all
the oral history interviews she has archived and edit them into a podcast. Though the
length of each episode is a little more than 10 minutes, excluding the introduction parts,
the actual body of the podcast is quite short, especially compared with the one-hour raw
materials. The podcast team sees this podcast series as “a better, smarter, more flexible
platform that allows us to easily retrieve and share collection data.”’(Groce and Lyons)
When I was working on my podcast, I borrowed the length from Nancy. Each of
my interviews is about two hours long, but I don't think most audience would have the
patience for such a long podcast. My initial plan was to keep the length of each episode
around 15 minutes, which is the length I picked after conducting a small survey among
my Chinese friends. We wanted this podcast series to be one that allows people to use
their pocket time to get some small pieces of information. One thing that differs from
America works is that based on the discussions with my interviewees, I finally decided
not to archive the full interviews. The podcast ends where it is and the listeners cannot
find a more complete interview in any other place. This required me and my interviewees
to be able to pick the most critical elements of the interview in the podcast. However, the
15-minute plan was broken in the second episode, and I ended up keeping each episode
under 25 minutes. Although this length is still not very difficult for most audience to
finish an entire episode in one time, the lack of consistency in the time may make the
audience confused (Rios). This is something I need to keep in mind if I'm going to

produce a new podcast series in the future.
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I did find some similarities between podcasts and oral history. In Richard Baker's
case of producing the podcast The Age, I learned that narrators would have more self-
consciousness when listening to their own voices than reading printed words. In order to
prevent interviewees from questioning the content after the podcast has been released, he
chose to give the transcript to the interviewees for preview in advance, which he would
not have done for a print article. (McHugh, 178) Although one is open to the public and
the other is usually only accessible to a small number of researchers, the protection of
interviewees and the avoidance of subsequent risks make podcasts and oral histories
overlap to some extent.

One difference between oral histories and podcast audio is that podcasts need to provide
the most comfortable listening experience we can. (Rios) In oral histories, it is necessary
to preserve the interviewees' thought processes, pauses, and constant correction of their
own words. However, podcasts are expected to be more clear-cut for the more general
audience would not have so much patience figuring out and extracting useful information
from a piece of audio full of interjections and corrections of previous context. Since what
I am producing, anyway, is an oral history podcast, I hope to retain some of the qualities
of oral history in the final version without compromising the audience's understanding. In
the first two episodes, I retained all the conventions of oral history, not only in audio, but
also in my transcriptions and the translated version, but I overestimated how receptive
most audience would be to so much "emm" in the transcriptions as non-oral historians.

So, after repeated rethinking, I continued to keep the "emm" and pauses that indicate
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thought as much as possible in the audio of the last three episodes, but weakened them in

the transcriptions. I think this is a reasonable compromise and balance.
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